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SIR, 


pow great a lovc, and value, I have 
21 for your good Father, and Mother, 
9 | I have ccclared ty ſeveral of their 
Y iz Friends , and mite ; as alſo, thatI 
z ”PAMIISY have had conſiderable reſpects and 
kindneſs, for your ſelf, becauſe I have heard you 
Preach well, and did never obſerve you to live itt, 
ſave that I never thought you ſo.humble, and ſclf- 
abaling as ſome other good men are ;. but rather 
that the height of your mind, and ſpirit, did bear 
"Tome proprtion to that of your body, which (with- 
out diſparagement to that part of you) is taller by 
head, and ſhouiders, than many other mens. 
| am abundantly contirm'd in the opinion which 
I cid long {ince conceive, as touching your detect; 
ene(s in point of humility, ( and that you were 
| buta meer dwarfe in that grace) by the peeviſh, 
contentious Book which you have lately written, 
quarrelling with your betters moſt hamefully, with: 
out any uſt cauſe given on their parts, and ſetting 
your ſelf againſt ſeven men at once, { moſt of them 
old enough to have been your Fathers, if not ſomg 
of them ydur Grandfathers) whereby you have, orc 
may make the work as merry, 3s did a ceria n 
Book- 


2 
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(> 
Bookſeller, when time was, by Titling one of his 
Books, 7. G. arainſt ſeven men. 

x. It will be no” hard matter for me to give the 
world an account what hath induced, and pro- 
voked me to write againit your Book, wherewith 
you have greatly diſpleaſed both Focs, and Friends, 
Orthodox Conformiits, as weil as Non contor:mits; 
the Church of EZzgland { or a great part t that 
body ) as wcll as other Churches, 

Firſt, The Crambe, or Coleworts, which you 
have given us boil'd, it may be an hundrcd times 
over, viz, that wicked Irony (for fo you bring itn) 
Acquaintance with ChrifF, Acquainted with the Per- 
ſon of Chriſt, One that 1s acquainted with Chriſts Per- 
ſon, One of Feſus Chriſt's Acquaintances, and Fami- 
liars; This ut ts to be acquainted with Jeſus Chriſt's 
Perſon, and this we learn by acquaintance with the Pey- 
fon of Jeſus Chriſt, &e. 1 ſay thofc Coleworts, which 
you have boiled ſo often over, and over ( for I 
meet with thoſe kind of cxpreſſions, no leis than 
two and forty times, in the hundred forty tir!l pages 
of your Book-) have ſo nauſeated me, and made 
me ſo very {ick of you, and your book, that 1 could 
not chuſe but bring 'um up again ( I had almoſt ſaid 
in your very face. ) 

| Give meleave to tell you ( young man ) *tis ill 
jeſting with ſuch edge-tools, as is the ſacred. ex- 
preſſion, avd notion, of Acquaintarce with Chriſt ; 
yea and with the Perſoz of Chrilt : for certainly 
there is ſuch a thing, and woe be to you if you live, 
and Cie without it. 

Whilſt you falſly accuſe ( for fo you do ) the 


grave Doctors, and Miniſters, whom you write a- 
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gainſt, of rejeing Acquaintance with the Goſpel, 
and Laws of Chriſt, whilſt they pretend Acquain- 
tance with his Perſon, you do perfectly laugh to 
ſcorn Acquaintance with the Perſox of our Saviour, 
that you may render acquaintaace with his Laws, 
and Goſpel to be all in all, which I ſhall hereafter 
prove to be a very great miſtake, and a very dan- 
gerous Error. 

Sir, They joyn thoſe things together which 
God hath joyned, viz. Acquaintance with Chriſt 
his Perſon, and his Goſpel both ; I ſay both with his 
Laws and with his Perſon, 'tis you that part them 
aſſunder, whilſt you (1 had {moiſt ſaid blaſphe- 
mouſly) deride acquaintance witn the Perſon 
of Chriſt. In ſo doing, you have hxt a nigra theres 
upon your ſelf that will never be worn out, ec. 

You have perverted and mifrepreſenteq many 
great and excellent DocCtrines, as namely thoſe of 
Unon, and Communion With Chriſt, and of tac 
Rightcouſneſs of Chriſt being imputec! to Believers, 
(which a very 7ew could not contemn'd ata higher 
rate tnan you have done) you have poiſon d taat 
great Fountain, viz. the. Doctrine of Juſtification 
by Faith, and not by Works, debauckine that 
which Luther calls Stantis vel cadentis Eccleſie 2 
ticulzz ( for ſe he calls the great Doctrine of Jultt, 
fication.) 5+ 

You have given away the better halfe of the 
Proteſtant Religion, in contending for Juſtification 
by our own works ( which Doctrine is the ver 
ſoul of Popery ): and were I gone ſo far towards 
Popery as that comes to, I think I were in danger 
to be theirs intirely ; for I had as lief yield to al 
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things elſe which the Papiſts either ſay or do, as to 


this one damnable Doctrine ( which is the very 


Rats-bane of all Popery ) z. that Juſtification is 
not (as Proteſtant Divines aſſert it to be ) by the 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt imputed to us, and ap- 
plyed by Faith, but by our own works in confor- 
mity (though not to the Ceremonial, yet ) to the 
Moral Law. 

You have ſometimes brought in whole ſides of 
Practical Divinity, ( as ſound as could be Preach'd, 
and back'd it with pertinent texts of Scripturc, 
and then abus'd it all when you had done. 

You have ſought for ( nodium 3n ſcirpo ) knots in 
Bulruſhes, ever and anon, and pickt holes in mens 
coats when one could not imagine either before, or 
after the readins of your 90k, how there could be 
any colour, or pretext for ſo doing. 

Juſt asnow 2nd then we have ſcena quarrel- 
ſome Boy juſtli-3 a civii Lad that went by him 
peaceably and eve kim 20 aftront, and giving him 
ſome ugly none, that he might provoke him to 
fight with him, or elſe go for a meer Coward ; I ſay 
juſt ſo have you done by theſe reverend Miniſters, 
whom you write againſt : witneſs the peeviſheſt 
thing that ever was faid; viz. when Dr. Jacomb 
had faid that for men to fin, and never repent after 
it, was a ſure evidence of a carnal eſtate : you moſt 
impertinently reply upon him, as if every man that 
aid [in did repent. If you do not anſwer him ad idem, 
you do not contradict him; if you do, ( thatis, if 
you mean repent with a repentance never to be re- 
pented of ) you do thereby inſinuate a mot noto- 


gious falſhood, viz. That all men have been, oo 
; all 


C@5) 
ſhall be ſaved: for if all men have, and ſhall truly 
repent of their ſins, that will follow ; for Repen- 
tance and Remiſſion of ſins, Remiſhon of fins and 
eternal life (or an entrance into that life ) always 
go together. 

Your words arc, page 375. ,, What bad man is 
,z there who does not at one time, or other repent of 
»» fs fins, and complain of them? and p. 376. There 
»» are no men but doat one time or other, expreſs 
», ſome ſorrow for their ſins, ( which he calls Re- 
pentance). 

Moreover, Sir, If Dr. 7. by ſenſe of ſin, and 
after Repentance, had meant no more but ſorrow, 
©: expreſſions of ſorrow for fin ( which is more than 


yo! can evince, though you preſume he meant no 
2ore ) let me tell you, it is notoriouſly falſe that 
- every b2d main doth in that ſeaſe repent +: Witneſs, 
per. $. 5, "+ man repented him of his wickganeſs, ſay- 
ing, wo! 114 done? Now wuether ſhall we be- 
lieve the Prophut 7p, that ſaid 20 man (vir. in-that 
time and place } 1 y01red lim of his wickeaneſs ; or 
you that {iy every 1:40 doth, at onetime or other ? 


Alſo in 7er.6,15 we thus read, Were they aſhamed 
when thez . » mitted abomination, yea they were not a- 
ſhamed, neuber did they bluſh. Have they any ſenſe 
or feeling of ſin whoſe Conſciences are ſaid to be 
ſeared with a hot Jron? 1 Tim. 4. 2, What is the 
effect of ſearing, but the taking away of ſenſe and 
feeling? A learned man tranſlates the words, 
Quorum conſcientia cauterio reſetta eff, whoſe conſci- 
ences are cut of by ſearing ; viz. as rotten members 
are ſometimes ſeared off with a hot Iron, &c. 


When may we expect expreſſions of ſorrow, 
B 3 and | 
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and remorſe from men, if not when they know 
themſelves to be dying, and are perfegtly in their 
wits? yet we r:ad of no ſuch thing from one of thoſe 
Thieves which was Crucified at the ſame time with 
our Saviour: yea the text ſaith, Luke 23, 19, 40, 
41. that one of che Aalefattors which were hang 'd, 
rail 'd on Chriſt, ſaying, If thou be Chriſt, ſave thy 
(elf, and us, &c. yea this he did though the other 
Thief rebuk'd him, ſ.5yzmg, Doſt thou not fear God, 
ering thou ar* in the ſame condemnation ? and we in» 
decd 15{ly, &c. 1 ſay neither the greatneſs of his 
ſin, nor the pious admonition of his fellow ſufferer, 
nor the aſſurance he had (which ſick men ordinari- 
ly have not ) that he ſhould certainly die within a 
very few hours, nor yet the preſence of Chriſt 
hanging upon the Croſs, whoſe Crucifixion was at- 
tended with many remarkable circumſtances ; I ſay, 
none of ail theſe, brought that Thief to the leaſt 
ſorrow for, or ſcnſe of fin: which inſtance alone 
(if your pen had not been in full carrear to write 
ſomething in contradiction to Dr. Jacowb ) might 
have caſily ſtopt you, from making a fault where 
ou really found none, 

'Tis one of your Peccaazllo's, or one of the motcs 
in your cye, to deride all S:milirydes, though the 
Holy Ghoſt is pleaſed to abound therewith in the 
holy Scriptures ; witneſs Mat. 13. when beſides the 
Parable of the Sower and the Seed, the Kingdom of 
Heaven is compared to Auſtardſeed, v, 25. to Lea- 
ven, V. 33. to hidden Treaſure; v.44. to the Pearl 
of Price, v.45. toa Drawn net caſt into the Sea, v.47. 
Had ſome body elſe compared the Kingdome of 
God, or any thing elſe to ſix or ſeven things, in one 

| breath 
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breath as it were, he muſt needs have been anſwer- 
cd with a long harang about Don-quizot and the 
Windmills *'Tis a fault which you never pardon in 
a Hmilirude if it do not run on all four, thoygh 
you kno'y the Proverb, /imilituzo non Currit quatuor 
pedib; and you may as well quarrel a Maa for not 
having four legzs (as a Horle hath) as a ſimili- 
tude (to which it do's not belong fo to do, ) for not 
running ( as they ſay ) upon all four, Do any of 
our Saviours Parables, or Similitudes do ſo ? Did 
it every way quadrare, and triftly accord, when 
Chriſt ſaid of himfelf, that he cam? as a Thief 82 
the Niokt ? You ſeem to have forgotten a known 
Maxim in Stablizs, p.569.0t the London Edition, Ae 
veritatem propoſitions, &c. that, It i not required 
ro the truth of 4 Prepoſition that the Predicate ſhould 
agree to the Subject, according to every thing that ts 
/ranified, or implied in the Subjeft, but it ſufficeth, if 
it arree t0 it according to ſom? one thing that is impor= 
ted, Ex gr. Chriſt faith, Before Abraham was, 1 
am, wiich doth not agree to Chriſt according to his 
Humane Nati:re ( for he ſprang irom Avraham ac- 
cording to the fl2th } but only accordirg to his Di- 
vine, 

You ſcem to think that fimilitudes do darken 
things, whereas every body knows that they are 
brought to Illuſtrate ; Yea, our Saviour intimates 
as much, ohn 3. 12. If I have told you Farthly 
things, and ye belicue not, how ſhall you belicve if 1 
relt you of Heavenly thinss ? that is, if you cannot 
underſtand Heavenly things by and with fimili- 
tudes, taken from Earthly , much leſs without 
them, 
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Were all your Book ſuch as ſome paſſages in | 


$ I mean ſo bad ſenſe, I ſhould think you as »-- 
Enemy to Sexſe, as you pretend your ſe" 1:£9d 


to Reaſon, There was an Old Gert: 
had he been now alive, would hav co: :: 
Firſt born of Non-ſenſe, to ſ1y that ihe pri «(64 


f fignification of the word Chriſt is an Office 3 w' +4 


/# an anointed Oitice? Is a King the Kingly Ofc 7 


Or a Prieſt the Prieſtly Office ? Or thoſe Offices are 
they Kings and Prieſts ? I thought chat Sacerdorium 


' and ſo the name of ev:ry Office had been a Noun 
Subſtantive, but Chriſt or anointed is a Noun Ad- 


jective. You had as good have broken Priſcian's 
Head, or made falſe poſitzonin a Verſe, as have 
confounded Abſtrafts, and Concretes, and medce 
that Non-ſenſe in the Abſtraff, which was very 
gocd ſenſe in the Concrete; and miſtook a Noun 
Adjeftive ( for ſo is the Name of Chriſt) for a 
Noun Subſtantive, for ſo is the Name of every Of- 
fice, as Sacerdotiums, the Prieſi-hood , &c. Say 
Prieſt-hood, and 1 know what you mean, without 
your joyning any other word to it; but if you ſay 
Anointed, I cannot tell who, or what you would 
ſpeak of, whether Perſon, or th-ng, whether the 
Feet of Chriſt which Adary ano. ated, Luk. 7. or 
the Eyes of the Blind, which Chriſt is ſaid to have 
anointed with ſpittle, &c. Fobn 9. or the anoint- 
ed Wafers ſpoken of, Exod. 29. 2. or the Altar 
which we read was anointed, Numb. 7. 1. Or 
if 1 ſhould ſuppoſe ic was a Perſon that you did in» 
tend by that Name, a Perſon inveſted with ſome 
Sacred Office, how know I whether you mean one 


that is anointeda King, or a Prieſt, or a _—_ , 
ut 


1: one, or but two, or all three of theſe? 
(iy fram the word anomed, ſanding by its ſetf, 
- 1: [neaning Cannot be known ;, though by the 
and coherence when we read a Chapter 
I we -.10 7 rat by Chriſt is meant our 
" 11:*A4n his Perſen, who was annoint- 
.1*1 Otfices, not the Offices to 
. «i.ovinted, Having taken you 
Lili: IN Grammar , and Senſe, let 
7. 41vi.c you for avoiding the like inconveni- 
<a, in anocher Book of yours, to ſtay ar Jeri- 
cho till your beard be grown and then ( and not 
till then ) wiite again. Since I have heard you 
alwayes Preach good Scnſe, I wonder to find you 
Printing perfect and incurable Non-fenſe, If 
you be infallible in Cathedra ( as the Pope is ſaid 
to be, ) and that Cathedya or Chair be your Pul. 
pit, I am ſure you are as liable to erre 1n the Preſs, 
as any other miai,, Taking N. C. (as youdo) 
to be prone to Non-ſ:nſe, I wonder you would 
venture to halt before ſach ſuppoſed Cripples; el- 
pecially having provoked them to watch for 
your halting. If any body have occaſion for 
two or three Doſes more of Nonſenſe, 1 think 
I can ſupply them out of your Book, but thoſe 
I keepasa reſerve; Too much of cone thing ( cl- 
pecially at one time) #s good for nothing. 

The reſt wil! keep cold, and I ſhall ſerve it up 
in convenient time for their ſatisfaction who may 
long for it. 

1 proceed in the charge which I am to exhibit 
againſt you; and verily the particulars are fo 
many, and ſogroſs, that (if there were ſuch 

2 


ner, hw, th 5" 2 nem. 
ISLAS. PEE. i Eng ef non ooo nes | —— 


” XL. 


F4 
's 
'Y 
if 

\ 


(10) 

s thing as Accumnlative Treaſon ) al! nut toge- 
ther would amount [to that, yea even to High 
Treaſen againft the King of Kings, 

To make this good my next accuſation ſhall 

that you have gone about to undermine the 

Kingdome of Chriſt in this part of the world, 
by attempting to make the worthy, and ho'y 
Writings of ſeveral of his Amb2ſladors uſelci>, 
and of no effect, for that you xnow will be the 
natural cfic of bringing them, and their books 
into contempt. Poſhbly hundreds of ſouls have 
cauſe to bleſs God for thoſe uſeful books of Mr. 
Shepheards, viz. his Sincere Convert, and Sound 
Believer, (to which, as to all humane writings, 
ſome grains mult be allowed ) which you fo ex- 
poſe, that if men would take your word, they 
would never be read more: Pray Sir don't you 
ſpoil, (I mean as to their eſteem ) better books, 
than ever you arelike to make. 

To me it ſounds like a very unchriſtian, yea 
barbarous, and inhumane thing, to diſturb the 
ghoſts of dead men, rake in their aſhes, and not 
ſuffer them to reſt quietly in their graves (where 
"tis ſaid the weary are at reſt.) Thus have you 
dealt by two Reverend Miniſters, viz, Mr. 
Shepheard and Mr. Bridges, who were long ſince 
amongſt the ſouls of Zuſt men made perfett, ( as 
we uſe to ſpeak who never dream'd of the ſoul's 
ſleeping after death ) &c. Tis abominable to 
vilifie thoſe on earth whom God is glorifying in 
heaven : If that Rule, De mortuis nil nifs bene, 
be not obſerv'd, who can be ſafe? 


It became not the pious Education which was 
given 
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given you, by godly, and wiſe Parents, lovers 
of ſuch men as you have ſcorn'd, nor one that 
had profeſs'd ſuch inclinations as you did, leſs 
than ten years agoe, to write againſt two Dt- 
vines of ſuch eminency, as were Mr. Sh. and 
W. B. butit was neceſſary for you to ſhew your 
manly courage in venturing upon two dead Ly- 
'ons, which becauſe dead, were leſs formidable 
than one living Dog, for mortus non mordent, 
and you ſhould remember, nec morders aebent 3 
eſpecially as your dentes caninz { for ſuch you 
know every man has in his head ) uſe to do, till 

they meet again. 
Shall we recxon now ( as good now as ano- 
ther time} about the Sepremvirate, or ſeven 
men which you have taken to task e viz. Dr. 
Owen, Dr. Jacomb, Mr. Shepheard, Mr. Watſon, 
Mr. Bridze, Mr. Brookes, and Mr. Thomas Vin= 
cent : Whilſt they ſay, Ne Hercules contra duos, 
Hercules would not encounter two at once, yu 
ſtep forth and ſay, but you will encounter ſever. 
Had they bcen the feven wiſe men of Greece it 
had been all one to you, ſoare you made like 
Leviathan withont fear. To count the names 
backward to what I did before, begin we with 
Mr. Vincent, and Mr. Brooks, take them two in 
all their circumſtances, and believe me they are 
far above the juſt contempt of your ſelf, or of 
any man elſe, Mr. WW. Bridge ( who comes next 
to hand) was when Fellow of Emanuel Colledg 
( where no Fools or Dunces uſe to be Fellows ) 
famous for his Piety, Parts, and Learning before 
you were born; and if the hedge of Reverence 
to- 
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towards aged Perſons ſhould be broken down by 
_= as you are, woe be to usall, if welive to be 
old. 

Ask thoſe who liv'd in the Low Countreys, 
about the ſame time with them, whether Mr. 
I. Bridge was not famous there ſor his Piety, 
and Parts, though Mr. Jeremy Burrouyhs and he 
were joyn'd in the care of the ſam<= Congregati« 
on; which Mr. Burroughs aforeſaid was certainly 
one of the moſt rational, and profitable Preach- 
ers, and Writers, that ever was in the world ; 
witneſs his book of Contentment, his Moſes his 
Choice, and Ironicum, &c, Had Mr. Bridges 
becn then a mean parted man, he had ſhone 
no more where Mr. B. appeared than the Stars 
do when the Sun ſhineth forth in his might and 
brightneſs ; but I aſſure you he was there as ano- 
ther Sun in that Firmament. 
| True it is ( which we may ſay now that 
' heisdead ) he gdid vſc to Preach now, and then, 
; in Claphan ( your then Curacy ) ( & hinc alle 
Lachryme ) v/hich I ſuppoſe did incenſe you; 
and ſome body was ſo unwiſe, as to put out ſome 
haſty notes of his, very crudely, and thence you, 
and others have taken advantage againſt him : 
But God grant that you your ſelf may ever whilſt 
you live, become ſo good, and great a man as 
Mr. Bridges was, when he was himſelf, and at 
his beſt. As for Mr. Watſen, who that knows 
him, knows him not to be an humble, harmleſs, 
holy man? a Painful, Practical, Orthodox, and 
Profitable Preacher whoſe Labours are well ac- 
c(:pted of by his hearers; 8 wholſome ſpiritual 
Writer, 
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Writer, andif it be ſaid, that in his Books and 
Sermons, there are now and then ſome thi 

which you count too little, or too ſmall, I could 
tell you of aFar greater man than ever you are 
like to be ( both for his Dignity in the Church, 
as alſo for his Learning ) in whoſe Printed Ser- 
mons there are ten ſuch perize paſſages ( as you 
reckon them, for every body does not call 'um 
ſo) to his one ; yet his Sermons have been al. 
moſt adored by ſome, whilſt for the 'tithe of his 
Spangles ( if I may ſo call them ) Mir. Watſons 
are unjuſtly ſcorned. The worit book that ever 
he wrote will ( I believe) afford him more 
comfort upon his death bed, than ever yours, 
which 1 am writing againſt, will afford you. As 
for 11s very good gift in Prayer, it is well known 
to them that are acquainted with him, ( and 
how many are there who ſay that Prayer is the 
duty, of duties, the main exerciſe of a Chriſtian? 
and a very great duty it is indeed; ) new that 
there is ſuch a thing as a gift in Prayer, I ſhall 


refer you (if you have any doubt concorn ing 
it ; to the late Biſhop of Cheſter is ©:0otlen 

diſcourſe upon that ſubject ; wich i! pou milike 
( as 1 would hope you do not) vor can reckon 
with him for it theuch he be 4-13 25 you have 
done with others, #11; 7; d5 penance in 
one of * who | | c : hot all 78 
confi, Mr.1 »F 
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to ruin his Reputation, I ſay, beſides that 
who that has read Mr. Watſon's Book and Mr, 
Sherlock's, had not rather according to the beſt 
judgment that can be made from@hoſe Books 
either of the frame of their Spirits, or of their 
ſoundneſs in the Faith, I ſay, who had not much 
rather dyc in Mr. Watſoz's, than in Mr. Sher- 
lock's preſent condition ? 

The next Antagoniſt of yours ( or rather the 
next to whom you have made your ſelf an An- 
tagoniſt ) is Reverend and holy Mr. Shepheard 
draxagarne, Though he be gotten into the beſt of 
Sanctuaries, and did long ſince there lay hold 
upon the Horns of the Altar ( of which all other 
Altars were but types and ſhadows, ) yet will 
you go about to pluck him thence. He wrote 
four good Books tomy knowledge, one of the 


Sabbath, the ſouud Believer , the ſincere Convert, 


and of being Heavenly in Earthly Imployments : 
Thoſe were all good works, for which of them 
would you ſtone him, if you could come at him? 
Know, Young Man, know ( for I have no pa- 
tience with you at this turn ) that the Nam?” nd 
Memory of Mr. Shepheard will live, and be as 
a precious ointment, when yours (if God do 
not give you grace to Repent of that vile and 
wicked Book, which you have written ( for ſo 
a very grave and Learned Divine of the Church 
of England was pleaſed to call it,) I ſay when 
your Name will be caſt out as unſavoury Salt , 
and ſtink in the Noſtrils of all good People, The 
five forementioned being ſuppoſed by you not 
to be your full match, you have Challenged, or 

provok'd 


provok'd two more, viz, DaCtor Facomb, and 
Doctor Owen, As for Doctor Zacomb, I welt 
remember im *.1 774ty Colledge five and twen- 
ty ye2r* aps Eabout which time I was a Fellow 
there my elf ; in high Repure for his good Life, 
good Learning, and excellent Gravity z great! 
belov'd of the then Maſter (who lov'd an hone 
Man, and a good Scholar with all his heart, ) 
He has been for ( i believe ) Twenty years paſt 
a Londo;, Miniſter(either o 75 o«ngy,or # 75 zguris,) 
and alwaves ia very great eſteem for his Piety , 
Parts, Prudence, Sound, - Judicious, Practical, 
Spiritual, Subſtantial Preaching.-: His Hearers 
are as wel: able to judge of good Divinity as 
moſt Men's ar, and would never. have continu- 
cd with {tim if he had nat;:continued to Preach 
ſuch to them. . Bur you repreſent him the pritti- 
c non-ſenlical, trifling: Gooſe-cap, one of 
tho; Hat everſet Pen ta;Paper; for your in- 
vi: doing I ſhall deal roundly with you , 
1.2% 1 came 19 treat of Union with Chriſt, under 
#10. 2.24 y.Jr £2ll foul upon Doctor Zacorab ; 
your ſeit 1ndeed writing concerning that matter , 
as one that knoiys not what hgiſaith, or whereof 
he doth affirm, But had'youthe confidence , 
over and above the (1x fore-mentioned, to enter 
the Liſts with Doctor Qwen?. Whoſe Parts and 
Learning are fo well known,not only jn Englazd, 
but in ,Forciga parts, that far, you to Challenge 
nim as you do with :4le talk,, and meer tittle tattle 
( which in a more Maſculine and leſs Billmng ſpate 
Expreſſian, .is errand Non-ſenſe.) was foto tri- 
fe, and foto ſhew your Teeth where you could 
not 
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Y notbite, as little Doggs do, which tire them: 
ſelves with barking againſt the Moon. Loy: 
(as they ſay }-Deſcends, but an abuſive ſpirit 
| Which Bthet vit of hatred, loves fo aſcend, an: 
the higher it climbs, or the more excellent th 
Perſen-Jjs whom it faſteneth upon, the more :: 
prides, and ſolaceth it ſelf, Therefore was D-, 
Oper as fit a perſon as could be for you t» wr:. 
|. againft, who had an ambition to ride over tc 
; heads of thoſe you call Difſentors, ( wha like : 
Fox, I think, the more they are curſt, the more they 
thrive ) and whoſe Fame, like the Palm-tree, 
ſuppreſſareſurgit ; the more you ſtir the troubled 
and troubleſome waters of your paſſion againſt 
them, the more your ſelf ſtinks ; but they like 
ſweet Spices, the more you beat, and pound 
them, the more they ſend forth a ſweer ſavour, 

and the greater is'their fragrancy. 

And now (Sir ) being perſwaded, that you 
have ſwallowed the ſeven Champions aforeſaid 
at one morſel ( by the help of a good imaginati- 
on, or conceipt of your own ) and find a ſharp 
appetite for ſome more, let me adviſc you the 
next time to ſatisfhie your hunger with Mr, 7en- 
kins upon 7ude, Dr. Bates his new book in Quar- 
ro, Mr. Anthony Burgos his Works, and Mr. 
Fines his Writings, Mr. Caryll upon Fob, Mr. 
Gale his Courr .of ' the Gentiles, Mr. Samuel 
Leigh of Newington, his learned Tracts, Mr. 
Cawary his buok on the Sabbath, Mr. ow of 
the bleſſedneſs of the Righteous, and Mr. 7anes 
his Scholaſftical and Prattical Dvvinity ; I ſay, 
feed upon all theſe till you have turned them 5x 

ſuccum, 


7 
ſuccum, & ſanguinem , that is, ( according to 
your way of digcſting good books ) into fools 
ery and non-ſenſe; and when you have ſo done, 
then have at St. Augſtine, and St. Chryſoſtome, 
St. Ambroſe, St. Hizrom, St. Bernard, and all the 
reſt of the Fathers : For no man but your ſelf, 
and thoſe that ſpeak the ſame things as your ſelf 
do, could ever yet ſpeak, or write ſenſe, I 
am ſure there are many paſſages in St. Augue 
ftine that are very obnoxious to your cenſure, 

Then come nearer home, and write againſt 
the Articles of the Church of England, expreſly, 
and with open face, as you have done in this 
Book againſt ſome of them, more clancularly, 
and leſs diſcerneely , or rather leſs profeſſedly. 
Was not Iſmacl a brave Fellow (and who would 
not be like him ? ) Whoſe hand was lifted up againſt 
every man, and every mans hand againſt him ? Me- 
thinks I hear you concerning the N. C. ſpeak- 
12 a5 Pharaoh C1d concerning the Iſraclites, Ex. 
15.9. Twill purſue, I will over-take, I will divide 
the Spoil, my Luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them: , 7 
well araw my Sword, my band ſhalt deſtroy thers. 
But may not the Almighty blow upon you with 
M5 Wind , and cauſe a Sea of horrour, and Mie 
icry to cover you c're you are aware ? and your 
ſelf to fink like lead in the mighty Waters, though 
now you ſwim like Oil, or Cork upon the top 
of all Waters? Be not high minded, but fear. 

The Spirit which breathes throughout your 
Book, which to ny thinking is very unlike that 
meek Spirit who deſcended iu the form of g 
Dove, and that wiſdom from aboye , whigh St, 
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(18) 
fames ſpeaks of, Jam. 1. 17. which is pure, 
peaceable, &c. and 'ſo like that Wiſdom which 
he ſaith deſcendeth not from above, but is Earth- 
ly, Senſual, Deviliſh ; I ſay the evil Spirit which 
breathes in the greateſt part of your Book , has 

rovoked me to write againſt it, for if where 
envying, and ſtrife ts, there is conf/con, and every 
evil wrok, ( Jax. 1. 16,) then in your Book 
is Confulion, and every cvil work; and what 
may we ſuppoſc to be in the Author, mean time ? 
I dare ſay your Book is more incorporated, and 
impregnated in moſt parts of it with Pride, Envy, 
and ſpight, than Ep/om, or Tunbridge-Watcrs 
are with thoſe wholeſom Mincrals, from whence 
they reccive their Virtue. | had almoſt call'd 
your Book the Pitture of Envy, for ſoitis: who 
would have thought that the mild Gentleman in 
the Preface ſhould have prov'd ſuch a Tiger in 
the Book ? That he who came in like a Lamb , 
ſhould have gone out like a Lyon? Ilencrre truſt 
Preface more for your ſake ; There may be good 
Corn in the mouth of the Sack , and the reſt 
ſtark naught : YetI dare not but ſay that there 
are many excellent paſſages in your Book , but 
they arc ſuch as you bring to abuſe, and deride 
witneſs p. 139, and 240, So there were many 
good People in Smith-field in Queen Mary's 


'dayes, but they were brought thither to be 


burn'd. One told his Friend who had wrote a 
ſmall contraverſial diſcourſe, that there were 
ſome things in it which he did like very well, th.:: 
was, the objections of other men, which he quo. 


ted to anſwer, but had not anſwered them; So 
ſay 
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(19) 
ſay I to you, Sir, moſt of the paſſages which 
you object againſt, I like very well: ' It ſhould. 
ſeem your poyſon is my meat, and after the way 
that you call Hereſie ſo Worſhip I the God of my Fa- 
thers, 

If you had written your Preface yefore your 
Book, you had not done ſo ill; for though you 


been in the nature of a Promiſe ) viz. to have 
carefully avoided all reficctions, yet your fin- 
cere purpoſe to have ſo done ( when you were 
nvt conſcious to your ſelf you ſhould not accom- 
pliih, ) might have pleaded your excuic in part : 
but after that you had reflected, gib'd, and 
jear'd almoſt in every Page, moſt petulantly , 
and ſometimes profanely, to tell the World that 
you had carcfully avoided all perſonal reflecti- 
ons; and had given no hard words, ſhews, as, 
how httle power you have to per{orin, whilſt to will 
is preſent with yau, how little your «ene; nar, your 
liberxm arbitrium fgnifies, fith all your care to 
avoid reflections, and hard words, has prevail- 
ed no more : ſo likewiſe, kow truc thar Proverb 
is, viz, The Eye ſce's not it ſelf; and above all 
it ſhews how detective that Rigntcouſneſs of 
yours 1S, which you ſeem to truſt to, yea, how 
defective you are now and then, in your very 
morallity, whereof ſpcaring the trutn, and ng- 
thing but truth, is a great part, wiich you have 
not done; For when you have made hungereas 
of reflexions, ſcoffs, and taunts ( for the hgure 
Irony runs throughourt all your Boox, ) you take 
the treedom to ſxy that you have carcfully ge 
C 2 e 
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ed ſuch things, and have given no hard words. A 
hard heart will not let-a man himſelf feel it, 
when he gives other Folks as hard words as can 
be given them. 

The Engliſh , and meaning, of all this carp- 
ing ana ſnarling of yours is, you think much 
that thoſe honeſt Miniſters ( who have peaceably 
ſuffered for, an under the ſcruples of th:cir Con- 
ſciences) thould have a place in the hearts of 
the People, who have none, or very ſmall ones, 
elſewhere : Your Eye # evil becauſe God's has been 
good towards them. They do but j»# ':v-, and 
you grudge it them. Methink<1 ca: you ſpeak- 
ing ike Haman, Heſt. 7.13, Te: 4! this avail- 
eth me nothing, ſo long as I ſee N= the Jew 
freing at the Xing. Tate, You't. is all the water 
loſt that runs belid:. 151 All; wonld jou dwell 
alone upon the Earth? \y/oe bs to diflenters, if 
the Comprehen/;on, or Bill of caſe, 1d depend 
upon men of ſoilla Natere, us by your Book, 
all that are concerned in it, Co tzke you to be. 
Were you but as fat as Doctor 47. ( as a great 
man told a better man than your ſelf upon leſs 
reaſon) 'tis like you would be better conditio- 
ned, and better humoured, As if the peacea- 
ble Diflentors were Babylen, or Babylonians, me- 
thinks I hear you cry , down with them, down 
with them to the very ground. And to the end 
they may think they ſhall do God good Service 
who thall ſet themſelves againſt them, you re- 
preſent them as perſons who feed the People 
with Chaff inſtead of Wheat, give them ſtones 
for bread, and Scerpions for fiſh; 1 mean on 
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them off ( to uſe your own words) with rirel® 
tattle, ( a Phraſe you have borrowed of the Wo- 
men, dwelling not far from Billinſgate ) and vain 
ralk. 

And now, Sir, do you not feel your ſelf a 
very great man after that you have cncountred 
ſeven of thoſe whom you would have the World 
thiak do paſs for the Golsah's, the great Giants of 
the Non-Conformiſts, the main Pillars of their 
Church ? ( If you will not allow them to ve of the 
ſame Religion, or Church with your. ſelf? ) 1 
ſay now you have laid thoſe feven ſprawl- 
ing and gaſping for breath at your feet, do you 
not ſeem to your ſelf to be as a Grant reſreſht with 
Wine, mighty to run his Race? Or as ſome In- 
chanted Knight, whom no Bullet can enter? 
But ſtay ( good Sir ) deceive not your ſelf, for 
you are all this while but a chip of the Old Block; 
you are not the Captain General of the ſtanding 
Army rais'd by I know who, againſt the NV. C. 
( for he that rais'd it meant to be, and is taken 
for General himſelf, ) you do but trale a Pike 
under him, and ( as proper a man as you are ) 
will never come to be ſo much as an Enſrone, till 
you write a Book that 1s all of it good ſenſe. 
You were not the iirſt incendiary who kindle.! 
a dreadful fire of Contention againit the NV, C. 
in four ſeveral places, and did himſelf Erect a 
braſs Monument of his ſo doing, which may lait 
as long as that by Pudding-Lane; you are bur 
one of thoſe who were to throw a Fire-ball, now, 
and then, to carry on the Work. You are but 

a ſpark, ftruck from the Forge of that 7 wen : 

C9 ' _ who 
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who made the firſt Thunderbolts that were to bc 
uſed againſt the Non-Conformiſts, Don't you 
thipk, like the fly upon the Coach-wheel, that 
you have raiſcd all this duſt; It was that which I 
tell you, of, that pramum mobile, to which moſt is 
ro be afcribred, He it was that was che ſeed of evil 
doers in this kind. It was a certain ſtsll ſow that 
eat up ail the drought, He it was that mult expect 

'oublze portiou of the bleſſing, which belongs 
fa LAfe. FIAXETS, or rather tne contrary. He 1s 
£170 Nan ww! 1>\e books will give him comfort 
, FAC! 10ecomes to dic; you are but a Perztoe, in 
667:20rifen of him, though your bodily ſtature 
be = vond his. Never think to make your ſelf 

fuerable by writing new Fr. Debates , 

-c world begins to grow lick of them, and 
vr ir r Authors. Read ſuch paiſages as you find in 
Aro31-6,9, 111, & ch.2, 1,6,7, &c. where 
are re corded Gods Judgments upon ſuch as were 

c{:0 their Brethren; and then learn to fear, 
224 f0 ſo no more, 

\ias ( Sir) *twere endleſs to tcll you all the 
fauits n :hat may be found with your book ; why 
40 vou make ſo little mention of Scripture, 
v1 you treat of great Theological points? wiz. 
21. Union to Chrift, Communion with the bleſſed 


*», :y, tne Righteouſneſs of Chriſts Imputed, ls 


5©/.,7Ture, 1na Book or Sermon, like Colecyxrth, 
- Purge, which great care muſt be taken that 
'-- 1 do not give too much of it? for Sermons, 
4 know, mult not be made over-workzng (ſome 
'ks aredeadly afraid leſt a Hypercatbarſs ſhould 
"viiow upon their Preaching, whereas ethers 
wiſh 
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wiſh they could purge our all ill humors : ) or is 
it becauſe the mixture of Scripture with their 
purer ſtile, is but the debaſing of Silver, or Gold, 
with the allay of ſome courſer Mettal ? would ir 
interrupt the ſmooth current of your more elegant 
Stile? er is it becauſe you find ſo few Scriptures 
that look as if they would ferve your purpoſe as 
Felunteers, and are loth to preſs any into your 
ſervice ? The laſt methinks 1s moſt probable. 
I muſt recal my ſelf, and confeſs that you have 
quoted abuudance of texts of Scripture, now, 
and then, eſpecially in that Chapter in which 
you moſt profelledly, and inluſtriouſly oppoſe 
the Imputation of our Saviour's Rightcouſneſs, 
Cc. but the reaſon why you quote them is, that 
you may ſhew ( as well as you can) that no one 
oi them, nor yet all of them put together, are 
ſufficient to prove that Believers are juſtified by 
the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt imputed to 
them, &c. You quote them not for the purpoſe 
of planting, but of plucking up; not to build 
with, but to deſtroy. Where you have not ſome 
ſuch deſign as that in quoting of holy Writ, 
there your quotations do not whiſper (as they 
ſay in another caſe ) but hollow each to other. 
Your Judement ſcems to be againſt the quoting 
of Scripture, by what you write page 98. in deri- 
fon of the Non-Conformilts, viz. Tox ſhall find 
( ſay you ) their Books ſtuffed with Scripture, or 
if you talk with them, their whole diſcourſe is little 
elſe but Scripture phraſe. What Stuff do you 
make of the Holy Scripture that you uſe ſo un- 
hanſome a phraſe ? If you have read the OT 
| C 4 0 
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. of the Church of England, ( whereto you have 


ſubſcribed ) ( not that I blame you for that, for 
they are very ſound and good )) you have found 
ſometimes the greateſt part of a whole page to- 
gether conſiſting of nothing elſe but the quota- 


* tion of Scriptures, in words at length, which you 


call being ſtufed with Scriptures, you might as 
well have ſaid cramb'd, or larded. Thus have 
you ſtruck at the Hemilies of the Church tl:rovg|! 
the Loins of the Non-Conformiſts, as you have 
done at ſeveral paſſages of great and excellent 
Biſhops, Davenazt, Aforton, &c. when you 
found them in the Books of Non-conformiſts, 
and knew not from whence thcy had them, as 
if finding them there you had had as good Au- 
thority for the abuſing of them, as he produced, 
who told 2 Womay, profciling better things, 
when he found her at a Play, /zveni in meo. But 
that you have expoſed the ſayings of our Emi- 
nent Biſhops, ſeizing them as Wafts, and ſtrayc, 
to uſe them at your pleaſure, when you found 
them in the Writings of the Non-Conformiſts, 
unleſs I ſhould think you had avandoned all ſenſe 
of ſhame, I muft necds conclude was done 5gno- 
rantly, as they ſay, The blind ſwalloweth many a 
Fly, and thereſore I hope it will be forgiven 
You, 

Let me ask you the reaſon of cne thing more, 
why ſo little meution of the name of Chr;ſ# (ſave 
when you deride men for pretciding Acquain- 
tance with his Perſon ? which if you your ſelf do 
not pretend too, you do not pretend your ſelf to 
be a good Chriſtian, ) As if one man did ſay to 

| another, 


(25) "NY 
another, as tney in 4mos 6. 10. Hold thy tongue, 
for we may not make mention of the name of the Lord : 
ſo here, of the name of Chriſt; unleſs it beof 
his Laws only, ſome are wonderful 'ſparing of 
taking the name Chriſt into their mouths, as the 
7ews vere of taking the word Fehovah, and 
would uſe Adonat in the room of it. Some have 
ſuſpected a Snake in the graſs, when they have 
met with Chriſt ſo ſeldom mentioned, in Books, 
ana Sermons, in which ,there was great OCCa= 
ſ.on forit. If we forget the name of Chriſt, we 
thali be in danger of hereafter forgetting the 
thing ( or the Perſon rather )) and if we talk of 
nething but his Laws, we ſhall in time forget his 
Benefits, Cc. 
But fith I muſt not expoſtulate with you # #7= 
finitum, the laſt thing 1 ſhall impeach you of, at 
tac preſent, is, That you have run with a mighty 
current, and ſwift ftream, againſt the known 
Sentiments, and DoCtrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, declared in the Articles and 'Homilies ; Par- 
ticularly as to the higheſt point in Divinity : v#z, 
the Juftification of a Sinncr by the Righteouſneſs 
of Chrilt, imputed to him, upon his belicving ; or 
by rhe Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to him, 
and applyed by Faith. That charge I ſhall make 
good againſt you abundantly when it ſhall fall in 
courſe, 
lam bold to fay, that I my ſelf whom you 
think to be but a lame Conformiſt, ſhallin the 
zudgment of all Orthodox Miniſters, Arch-Bi- 
ops Biſhops, and others, be own'd upon mature 
4clibcration, to be ten times more conformable 
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tothe Church of England, than your ſelf is, if all 
things be weighed 10 the Ballance, not of 7mrer- 
eft, and Prejndice ; but of Religion, Conſcience, 
and Reaſon. I do agree with the Church of E11g- 
land in all its Fundamental DoCtrines, yea in «ll 
contain'd in 36 Articles ( which.in Q. Z/:z. days 
was accepted for Conformity as t» matter of 
Subſcription.) Thoſe, the Church «vill ſay, con- 
tain all things neceſſary for mc. >r any men to be- 
tieve, or praQtice, or for auy Miniſter to Preach 
in order to the ſaving of his vn, or hearers 
ſouls : To deny ſome of theſe Articies our Church 
accounts damnable, ({ witneſs the Athana/:an 
Creed) and conſequently, that theſe 1iniicers 
are not like to ſave, but rather t9 damn {as 
much as in them licth ) che fovls of ther hear- 
ers, who Preach againſt the DeCtrine contained 
in ſome of theſe Articles : But if there be any 
thing that any Non-Conformilt fcruples, who 
aſſents to the truth of theſe Articles, it is not of 
that nature and conſequence, that by ſo doing 
he is in danger to damn cither his own ſoul, 
or theirs that hear him, &c. or leſs qualified 
( as to Efſentials) to make a meet and uſeful 
Miniſter of the Goſpel of Jefs Chriſt, Now to 
conſent in Eſſentials, and Fundamentals, | trow, 
whilſt men differ 52 rebus a diaphori:, or in indiffe- 
rent & arbitrary things, is I hope leſs dangerous, 
and far more tollerable, than whilſt men profeſs, 
and practice conformity in the Mint, Anniſe, and 
Cummin, that is required of them, to neglect, yea 
reject the great and weightieſt Truths, and Due 
ties of the Law or Goſpel. It ſcems but _ 

able 
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nable that the beſt Livers, and the ſoundeſt Pra- 
teſtants, ſhould be counted better Conformiſts 
in a Chriſtian Proteſtant Church, than thoſe that 
arc not of ſo good lives, and who greatly ſymbd. 
lize either with Socinians , or Papiſts, or 
both. 

[ hope to ſay enongh thereafter to prove, that 
the Church of England is neither in whole nor in 
part, Cither Socinian, or Popiſn; howſoever un- 
happily it comes to paſs that ſome who have ſub. 
ſcribed Aſſezt, and Conſent to all, and every 
thing belonging to the Doctrine, and Diſcipline 
of the Church of England, do Preach, and Teach 
quite blank contrary , and wound the Church 
through the Non-Conformiſts fide, and as.it, 
were recant, and recal that Faith which they 
had plighted to the Church, when firſt admitted 
into the Miniſtry, and ſue out a Divorce as to 
their moſt intimate Converſe with her in her 
greateſt, and moſt ſaving DoCtrines ( as that of 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, @&c. ) 

Sir, Give melcave to expoſtulate with you a 
little, which of theſe two arc the better, and 
truer Conformiſts to the Church of Envland 
(Religion, and ſound Doctrine being Judges) 
they that own the Church aforcſaid tobe a true 
Church in which Salvation is to be had, as the 
molt of thoſe Non-Conformiſts which I know 
( If 1 miſtake not) do; or you, or ſuch as you 
( if there be any more : of the ſame gang ) who 
though not directly, and cxprelſsly, yet indi- 
rectly and by manifeſt conſequence, do quite 
Unchurch that, which Non-Conformiſts own 
tnc 
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the Name of the Church of England, and for a 

true Church. That you do ſo by conſequence, 

and you preſume your ſelf to underſtand 

onſequences as well as moſt men, and if ſo, 

muſt needs do it wittingly, and wilfully 3 I ſhall 
forthwith prove. 

They who impute tc the Church of England, 
one, or more great Errors, in, and concerning 
the greateſt Doctrines of Chriſtian Religion, 
which Error there is light enough for her to ſce, 
do Unchurch her. But you impute to our Church 
Fundamental Errors, which you ſuppoſe there 
is ſufficient light for her to ſee. Ergo. 

The Major Propoſition I prove thus. That, in 
which is no Salvation, to them who depart not 
from the Doctrine hereof, is no true Church, 
| But the Church of England, for that it groſsly 
| erreth, (according to you) in one (if not more) 
| of the greateſt, and moſt Fundamental DoQ- 
| rines of Chriſtiany, hath no Salvation in 
| It, for thoſe that depart not from the Doctrine 
; thereof, having light enough to ſee thoſe Eerrors. 
Ergo. 
| hat there is no Salvation in a Church, which 
| wilfully Erreth in Fundamentals ( which is 
' one branch of your Minor ) I prove thus, viz. 
Becauſe they who wilfully err ( living and dy- 
| ing ) in Fundamental points, cannot be ſaved. 
/ For only thoſe points are truly called Fundament. 
| al, unto us, without the underſtanding and belicf 
| whereof we cannot be ſaved, 
| Morcover, That Church which wilfully re. 
} jecteth any Fundamental DoQtsine is Heretical, 
1] and 
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and Herehie truly ſo called, is a damning fin, 
and conſequently the Church of England is guil- 
ty of damnable Hereſie ; ard conſequently is 
ſelf-conderaned, and how much more will God, 
who is greater, condemn it for the ſame ? 

The Minor Propoſition I prove thu. They 
who ſay that the Church of England doth grofsly 
err in the great Doctrine of Jultification, do ſay 
that ſhe errs in one of the moſt Fundamental 
DoQtrines of Chriſtianity. But you ſay fo. 
Ergo. 

The laſt Minor ( for 1 think the Major needs 
no proving, viz. That the Doctrine of uſtifica+ 
tion is a great Fundamental ) 7 prove thus, 

They who ſay that men are not juſtified by 
the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus i Chriſt imputed to 
them upon their believing, but by their own 
works, or ſincere (though imperfect ) obedi- 
ence to the Goſp:l, do ſay the Church of = 
land grofsly erreth in the great Doctrine of Juſtt- 
fication. But ſo ſay you, Ergo. 

The reaſon of the laſt Minor properly is this , 
becauſe the Church of England ſaith quite 0+ 
therwiſe than you do. Fiz. Article 11th. We are 
accounted Righteous before God only for the merit of 
our Lord, and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, by Faith, and 
not by our own works, and deſervings. Wherefore 
that we are juitifyed by Faith only, 1s moſt wholeſome 
Dottrine, and very full of comfort, 8&c. See alſo 
what Mr. Ropers ſaith in his Comment upon the 
Articles of the Church of England, page 55+ That 
Works have no place, or part, wm 7uſtsfication, is 0vs- 
dens from the Holy Scriptare, &c. — - 
aith, 
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| faith, All Churches Reformed with a ſweet conſekt 
| appland, ana confeſs this Doftrine, page 1bid. 
# line w/e. 
F| Itwas well for you that you did not live in the 
year 1604. for then for ſuch a book as you have 
| Written, you had been Excommunicated 5pſo 
fatto, by vertue of Canon the fourth, and fitth 
| made 1n that year, which you will find ſet down 
F =t large juſt after the Preface in Mr. (Rogers his 
| Book aforeſaid. 
iP Now put all theſe things together which the 
Church of England acknowledgeth to be neither 
pars cultus, nor medium cults, but matters of de- 
cency, and order, and altcrable at the pleaſure of 
| the Rulers of the Church, are they of haif that 
| conſequence as is the Doctrine of Juſtification a- 
|, Tone, which they who wreſt, and pervert, do it 
'| to their own deſtruction, and building beſides 
|| the foundation, not only their works, but tkem- 
| ſelves will be burn'd uf they repent not ; and 
| whilſt others who build upon the Foundation 
| bay and ſtubble ſhall be ſaved as by fire, thoſe will 
'' notbe ſavedatall. See Gal. 5. 5, Chriſt is made 
of no effett to you : ſe many of you as are juſtified by 
the Law are fallen from Grace. And Gal. 3.10. So 
many as are of the works of the Law are unacr a 
' of CA7JE. 
| | M you ſee what pains you have taken to 
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| Proſelite people to a Doctrine which would 
' 4; make them ewofold more the children of hell than 

| they would otherwiſe be.” If any that call them. 
{| ſelves Proteſtants kave told me, ana others, that 
|Þ' I, and they, were not of their Religion, + by 
n you 
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ou 1 ſeem te underſtand their meaning, vi. 
That whereas I profeſs my ſelf to be ſuch another 
Proteſtant as were the Sons of the Church of 
England in Queen Elizabeths days, you are of a 
new ſort of Proteſtants to be called ( if there 
were any beſides your ſelf  Socinsan-Popiſh- Pro- 
reſtants, for in the point of Juſtification, you, 
for your part, arc no bettcr; as I ſhall plainly 
evince hereafter ( for theſe are but the heads of 
that charge which I am to make good againſt 
ou, ) 

The heads of your Hydra, your Book I mean, 
do ſo multiply upon me that I know not how to 
make an end of my Preface, becauſe not of your 
Charge. 

'Tis ſcarce worth mentioning ( among ſo ma- 
ny greater crimes of yours ) how you have out- 
fac'd, and out dar'd the the Fr. Debater, and his 
Seconds, and Thirds, who have been ſo modeſt 
as to conceal their own names, and all but the 
two firſt Letters of thoſe whom they write 
azainſt ; but you ſet your name at large to the 
frontiſpiece, and the names of thoſe you write 
againſt in words at length and not in figures to- 
ties, quoties. Audaces Fortuna juvat, and if you 
miſcarry in your adventure, it may be ſaid, Mag- 
ns tamen excidit auſis. 

Sir, Though you have contended with good, 
and great men, had it been about ſmall, and di- 
ſputable Truths, I had let you alone. If you had 
{treined at Gnats ( and now I preſume | muſt be 
jear'd for calling little Truths Gnats, and rold 
that Truths, and Grnat: ſort like Brains and 

Stazrs ) 
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fares ) Truths are not Guars, but ſmall Truths 
are like them in point of ſmalneſs, neither was 
Chriſt a Thzef, but he will ſteal upon the ſecure 
World unawares, and therefore he is called fo. 
I ſay provided you had ſwallowed Camels, or 
the great Truths, though you had ftrained at 
Gnats, or thoſe that are leſs, and diſputable, 1 
would not have Ingag'd you, but when as he 
ſaid, Fight neither again#t rreat nor ſmall, but a- 
gainſt the King of 1ſrael : you have fought again(t 
the King of Truths ( as | may call it ) wiz, thc 
true notion of the Do@rine of Juſtification,par- 
don me if in truc Allegiance to that grcat Prince 
Truth ( whoſe Subjects we all ought to be ) | 
have taken up Arms againſt you. Had you 
gone about to tumble down tome ſmall Veritics 
(like the ſmall ſtars in the milky way ) I had let 
you alone, but when I perceive you like the 
Dragon ſpoken of, Rev. 12. indeavouring r6 
draw the third part of the ſtars of Heaven with 
your Tail, ( yea, the very Sun out of the Firma. 
ment) I cannot hold my peace, I am deceiv. 
ed if I have not met with ſome hints, and girds 
like that which Elzab ( David's Elder Brother ) 
gave to him, 1 Sam. 19. 28. in order to diſcoura- 
ging of me from this enterprize. 

Other great Non-Conformiſts have been very 
earneſt with me not to Write againſt you, leſt 
as lolt my fatted Calf the time before, ſo now 
my Ewe-Lamb ſhould go after it, But I am con- 
fident that the Rulers of our Church are ſo Or- 
thodox, generally, that they will rather counte- 


nance and incourage me tor vindicating the 
ancient, 
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ancient, fundamental Doctrines of the Church 
of England, than ſnib and ſtarve me for ſo doing, 
Unleſs I did think them to be Socinians and 
balf- Papiſts, 1 cannot ſuſpect they will touch 
one hair of my head for what I have now writ- 
ten againſt you, who have written ſuch a Book 
as I never ſaw before, nor have heard the like 
things at any time from thoſe two great lights of 
the preſent Age, Dr. Tillotſon, or Dr. Stilling- 
fleet , and others of the ſame Character with 
them. TInever heard them once deride Acquain- 
tance with Chriſt in their Pulpits, ec. They had 
more wit, and more virtue, than to do ſuch a 
thing. Yet 'tis twenty to one but you have 
heard what reports have been ſprcad about the 
Town, (1 fay not concerning thoſe two Wor. 
thies which I laſt named, but ſome others recko- 
ned to be of affinity witna you, ) upon occaſion 
of your Book, as if their heads, or kands, or 
hearts were init, though | hope ſoine who have 
been named in that caſe do abhor the Errors in 
it as much as | and others do. I hope the effect 
of it will be this, viz. that thoſe worthy Gen- 
tlemen whoſe Names have been brought in que- 
ſtion by your means, will vindicate themſelves, 
by frequently Preaching their Contra-Socinian , 
as well as they do their Contra Antinomian No- 
110NsS, 

IT am the more angry with you for the Errors 
which you have written, becauſe I am ſure you 
did never ſuck them in with your Mothers milk, 
but are the hererodox Son of Orthodox Parents, 
1degenerous branch of good Roots, 
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I have obſerv'd it to bode ill, and end worſe, 
when thoſe Children, whoſe Parents have been 
Sober, Godly, and Wiſe; have thought them- 
ſelves too wife, and too good to be of the Reli- 
gion of their Parents, ( though that were as 
good, as good could be,) and have loaded 
thoſe with ſcorn who were of the ſame judgment 
with their worthy Parents, tnereby wounding 
thoſe who begat, and bore them, at the ſecond 
hand, though not at the firſt, throus!: the fides 
of others, though not through their own, im- 
mediately. 
I have thought ſuch men &id jirtic conſider 
thoſe words of Solomon, Prov. 1. 8. My Son 
bear the Inſtruttion of a Fathcr, and forſake not the 
Law of thy Mother, ( which advice is repeated , 
chap 6.20. & chap. 23.22.) What one faith 
of a Wife is I think as applicable here to a Ser, 
viz. that A Son who « really wiſer than bu Father 
z# worth his weight in Gold, but a Son that only 
thinks himſelf ſo to be ( as is the general caſe ) 
i$not to be indured. They who have put off 
reverence to their Parents, will hardly put on 
reverence towards any body clſce, Were that 
your Orsoinal fin which diſcovercth its ſelf in 
'our Bock, were it ſomething ex traduce, or 
bred in the bone, all I could ſay would hardly 
convince you that there were any great hurt, or 
danger in it, leſt of all, that you might juſtly be 
condemn'd for it, but it is an actual deviation 
from that Copy, and Law, which you are bid 
to follow in the Texts laſt cited, it is breaking 


all the bonds, and Laws of your Education , 
which 
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which would have more ſafely conducted you , 
and flying in the fazes of thoſe Perſons, and 
Truths, which from your Child-hood you were 
taught to honour, They generally prove perni- 
cious Perſons that do ſo, and do verifie that ſay- 
ing, viz. Corruptio optims eſt peſſima. The bet- 
cr any thing was, the worſe it 1s when once cor- 
rupted. Alas for the Age we live in, in which 
it is too often ſeen that when the Father was a 
Solomon, and the Son is but a Rehoboam, com- 
parative to the Father's Wiſdom, yet ſuch do 
think themſelves wiſer men than their Fathers. 
Whilſt the Age mends at that rate it will mend 
C as they ſay ) like ſower Ale in ſummer, And 
the Pocts words will be found true, viz. Eras 
Parentum pejor avis tulit nos nequiores , Yea, I 
may add ſtultiores, I Write not this to judge 
any man for his Conformity to the Church of 
England (for who made me a Judge in that caſe?) 
but to blame thoſe who do not only diſſent from 
their Natural Parents (or affect to ſeem ſoto 
do) but alſo from their Xther the Church, be- 
twixt whom and the Parents of their Bodyzes, in 
all Fundamentzl Doctrines, there is a perfect 
harmony and agreement, though they did never 
ſubſcribe unfained Aſſent, and Conſent thereunto,g 
which their diſſenting Children have done. I no 
where reflect upon you, nor have any contro- 
verſie with you, for being Zpsſcopal, but for be- 
ing Epsſcopial, ( if I may ſo call it.) They who 
attemptreal, or ſeeming, Innovations in Religi- 
on, in a Romantick, Drolling, and Scornful 
ſtile, may poſhbly to a degree prejudice an | pull 
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down the Old, and Excellent Religion, but will 
not bc able to build up, or eſtabli't any other in 
tne ſtead thereof: for carping, ſnarling, acd quib- 
ling in matters of Religion, will be found a ſan- 
dy FounJation, on which nothing can be built 
for perpetuity. 

Sir, till 1 heard one ſtory, whici I am now to 
tell you, me-thovghts 2 was pot frce ( as they 
ſay ) to deal ſo roundly with you as you may 
now ſuppoſe me to have dcalt , but had ſomc- 
thing within mc, ſaying as David concerning 
Abſalom, Deal gently for my ſake with the Young 
Man, &c. but when I was paſt doubt of the 
truth of the ſtory which I am now about to tell, 
my heart became alittle hardncd towards you , 
and ] have cften thought of thoſe words, Tits 
1.12. Rebuke them ſharply that thy may be ſound 
11 the Faith, Tov rebuke «norlus: you 'know 1s 
to Jo it cuttingly, or to touch to the quick, or 
to do like Chirurgions, who with their Corro- 
ſ1ves do cat out proud and dead flcſh, 

Burt the ſtory which I promis'd you 1s yet be- 
hind, and it is this. 

Sir, by a Lefter of your own, dated, April 
I. 1673. ( which I chanccd to ſee ) I am thus 
inform'd, viz. that in a Sermon which you 
Preach'd at St. Dunſtans, not long before the 
Date of the ſaid Letter, concerning our growth 
in Grace you did Diſcourſe as followeth. Ha- 
ving repreſented the advantage of converſing 
with good men, you proceeded to ſhew whom 
you meant by good men, viz. Thoſe who by the 
innocency, and uſefulneſs of their lives, will _ 

men 
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mend the praitice of virtue, axd by the charms, a4 
pleaſantneſs of their converſation will endear you ta 
zt. Thus far you faid very well ( uniels the word 
charms ſo applied do in ſome ears found a litrie 
fantaſtically, as ſome other of your exprelti2- 
ons do, viz. tne Careſſes of our S2viours Love, 2120 
Fortunes of Chriſt, &c. nay frem todo ) Veiga 
oa well, and ſay. J do not take thoſe yento be 
good company who are ſuur, moroſe, and peeviſn, who 
have nothing to entertain you with but ſome whining, 
and tranical complaints of the v:dneſs of the times, 
and the miſcarriages of Governors, or the neneral 
laoteſs, and debauchery of the ave, &2. for this a- 
frirhts all ca from Relivin who have gay and bris, 
ſpirits ( well phraſed } and are unwilliag to con- 
demn themſelves to eternal ( with your tavor 'tis 
but temporal ) ſighs, and complaints. Thus far 
you have run pretty well, who dil hinder you 
that you did nut perſeve. ee? Yet I muſt tel] you 
if Lot, that juit man, were liviae, he wor'Id vex 
bis righteous ſoul with the un whteons conver ſcion 
of this, as of tne 2ge.he liv/d in # for which ke 
was commended), 

But mark what followetn, Afuco leſs are 
thoſe good Companions who are peryet tally complain- 
1g of the corruption of our natuies, and the wich: 
eaneſs of our h:arts, and the impoſſibility of keeping 
Gods Laws, that i: , who make excuſes for ſin before 
hand, and diſcourane men from fo much as attewpt- 
ng to live virtuouſly. For my part 1 ſhould rather 
chuſe the company of profet Debanchees, than of 
ſuch men. 

Now this Paragraph ( if { miſtake not) is 
D 3 Tot 
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Tota litura, one intire blot, a diſeaſed Paragraph, 
in which is no ſound part. It 'gives me not time 
to ſmile at the expreſſion of gay and brirk, ſpirits 
which you make uſe of, which in a theological 
diſcourſe ſounds a little Cantingly, and afftected- 
ly, and to have a ſinatch of gentle non-ſenſical- 
neſs, I have heard of gay colours, gay cloath- 
ing, but never before of gay ſpirits. When in the 
Ciimate of Bullinſgate, you Cant ( if that be 
Canting) courſely, ſpeaking of eitele, rattle, &c, 
but when in the more gentle Climate of $t. Dun- 
ffuns, then you think that the Epithites of ay, 
and bris, appli'd to the ſouls of men, do well 
become you. I find you have a brzk ſpirit of 
your own, but how gay it isI cannot tell, Pre- 
miling, that you ſay concerning tke laſt, and 
every other Paragraph, which I have quoted in 


a difierent Character, toſhew itis yours. This 
' nave Taugjrnily trinſcrived out of my own notes, 
od I 3 150t i:{+ to wary from them, I proceed to 
nid favie wits what vou nave ſaitd, Firſt, you 
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thing : for to will is preſent with me, but how to per- 
form that which is good 1 find not. Doth St. Paul in 
this, and in the tollowing verſes make excuſes 
for ſin before hand ? and diſcourage men from 
attempting to live virtuouſly ? Yet all that he 
ſpeaks, by way of complaint, witneſs v. 24. O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death ? Would you rather chuſe 
the company of profeſt Dcbauchees, than of 
ſuch a man as St. Paul was? becauſe of his fre- 
quent complaining of the corruption of our na- 
tures ? 

Mind what the fame Apoſtle ſaith, Gal. 4 17. 
The fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit , and the Spirit 
againſt the fleſh : So that ye cannot do the ſame 
things that ye would. Read alſo Rom. 3. 23. Alt 
have ſinned and come ſhort of the Glory of God, Pe- 
ruſe alſo Eph. 2. 1,2, 3, 5. verſes, Hitherto 
St. Paul, Now that you may have it from the 
mouth of two Witneſſes, obſerve what St. James 
ſaith, 7am. 1.14. Every man is tempted when be 
s drawn away by his own Concupiſcence and 
z enticed. There [ am ſure mans Concupiſcence 
is complain'd of, as that which tempts, draws 
away, and enticeth him, For a third Witneſs 
take St. Petey, 1 Pet. 2.1. AbStain from fleſhly 
LuSts which fight againſt the Soul. Now what is 
that latter i but a heavy Complaint a- 
gainſt thoſe fleſhly Luſts which are in men, for 
that they make War againſt their Souls ? Our 
blefſed Saviour was no whiner for he came eating 

and drinking , infomuch that they call'd him , 

AMat.11.19., Aman gluttonons and a Wine-Bibber, 
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4 friend of Publicans, and ſinners. ( Becauſe he 
liv'd chearfully and converſably ) yet we find 
him making grievous complaint of the wicked- 
neſs of man's heart (who had no wicked heart 
of his own to complain of ) Aar.15.19. Out of 
the Heart proceed evil Thoughts, Murthers, A- 
aulterzes, Fornications, Thefts, Falſe-witneſs, Blaſ- 
phemies, Chrift, and Moſes, are agreed upon 
chis point to complain of the wicked hearts of 
men. Gen. 6. 5. God ſaw that the wickedneſs of 
man was great inthe Earth , and that every imags- 
ation of his heart were evil continually. 1s that a 
Complaint or is it none ? So Gen.8. 21. For the 
imagination of mans heart ts evil from hus Youth ?! 
Which words are ſo brought in as if God had 
ſaid, ſhould I deſtroy the World ſv often as 1 
find it very wicked, rories quoties | ſhould be c- 
ver and anon deſtroying it, tor, ec. If the Pro- 
phet Feremy muit not be rejected for' a Whiner, 
becauic a Weeping Prophet,.hear what he ſaith, 
Fer. 17.9. The Heart us deceitful avove all things, 
ana aefperatcly wicked , who can know it ? Solo- 
mon Was no Aelancholico, I think, (and doubtleſs 
as wife 2 man 2s your ſelf) and yet he faith, 
Eccleſ.g. 3. Tea, alſo the heart of the ſons of men 
15 tull of evil, and madneſs is in their heart while 
they live, and after that they go to the dead, Now 
if Adoſes, and Solomon and the Prophet eremy , 
yea, 1t St. Paul, St. Peter, St. James, yea if our 
Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, were he upon theEarth, 
was not ſuch company as you would chuſe, God 
deliver me from company of your chuſing — 
All aad every of theſc did complain of the wick- 
edneſs 
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wickedneſs of our hearts, and corruption of our 
natures. . Therefore according to you (goo dSir) 
They who are ſowre, meroſe, and peeviſh, who have 
nothing elſe to entertain you with , but whining and 
travical complaints of the badneſ's of the times, and 
the miſcarriages of Gevernors, are perſons whoſe 
company is leſs to be ſhun'd than theirs. Are 
you ſplitting upon the Rock of Blaſphemy e're 
you areaware of it ? Has Pride, and Paſhon, fo 
tranſported you, that you ſay you know not 
what ? Is it more tollerable to complain of the 
miſcarriages of our Governors, and to be always 
doing it, (which may amount to Sedation , yea 
Treaſon in ſome caſes) than of the wickedneis 
of our own hearts ? of the badneſs and corrup- 
tion of the times (which factious men are wont 
todo) than of the Corruption of our own Natures ? 
what Divinity 2 or what Pollicy ? or what 
Reaſon, or Serce is therein th's ? Yea are they 
which complain much of the naughtineſs of their 
hearts worſe than the very Debauchees of the 
times ? I mean more dangerous company than 
they ? Have you try'd both ? Have you found 
your ſelf to return worſe from the Company of 
thoſe men who complain much of the corruptiun 
of their natures than from theirs, who do no- 
thing elſe but Drink, and Swear, and talk ob- 
ſenely, and do filthily and ſcoff at all Religions? 
(for thoſe are the Debauchees of the Age I could 
never experiment any ſuch thing yet, though 
I have been occaſionally in the company of both 
theſe forts of men whom you compare together. 
.Tis rotten Communication proceeding out of 
mens 
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mens hearts, not Communication touching the 
rottenneſs and corruption of their hearts ( be- 
wailing and lamenting it ) hat corrupts good man- 
mers. 

Sir, By this vile paſſage in your Sermon, you 
have ſtrengthned the hands of ungodly men, 
given them to think themſelves better than thoſe 
who in the ſight of God and men are far better 
than they. Had Atheiſts, and Villains ( as you 
call them ) no Advocate to plead for them but 
you? Are you become their Leviathan ? or who 
ever expected that you would have been ſo? 
Prayer is not in uſe with them, elſe they would 
hold themſelves bound to, pray for you, for gi- 
ving them the preference to thoſe whoſe death 
heretofore, they, or ſome of them, did wiſh ( as 
Baalan in the like caſe) they might die, and that 
their latter end might be like theirs. Poſſibly 
they will uſe to drink your health next to his Ma- 
_ and that of the Royal Family, for you 

ave ſpoken for them at ſuch a rate as ſcarce any 
man bur one of themſelyes ever did. For ſhame, 
let Baal plead for himſelf, let Debauchery plead its 
own cauſe, and do you never plead its cauſe 
more ; Let Folly, as Wiſdome is, be jnſtsfied only of 
ber own Children, Extenuate not groſs Atheiſm, 
and Profaneſs, or their faults, who commit all 
iniquity with greedineſs, and declare their fins 
like Sodom, by ſaying that weak Chriſtians are 
worſe than they. 1 ſear you ſpeak againſt the 
lizht of your own expersence: For do you not 
know full well that the generality of thoſe who 
arc much in thoſe complaints which you com- 
plain 
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plain of, do live righteouſly, ſoberly and godly 
in the world, which Debauchees do not? Ldaze 
ſay you had rather when your time to die fhall 
come, have your ſoul gathered to the ſouls of 
them from whom you have heard ſuch com- 
plaints, viz. of the Corruption of their natures, 
ec. than to the ſouls of them who liv'd and. di'd 
meer Debauchces, &+c. 

Poor Phaeton, whither art thou driving- the 
Chariot of the Sun? Down thou wilt come v 
ſpeedily for the pride of thy heart, which ha 
cauſed thee to overAook Scripture, Reaſon, and 
common Experience, the wholſome Laws of thy 
pious Education, and what ſoever elſe wauld 
reſtrain thee from doing evil, that poor innocent 
Diſſentors ( unhappy enovgh in and by means of 
their ewn ſcruples if they be but ſcruples ) might 
know how much thou hateſt them, or envieſt 
them, that little which they have or are, or ſeek- 
eſt to ingratiate and to raiſe they ſelf by ſending 
their reputations after their eſtates, and leaving 
them as little of the former, as many of them 
have left of the latter, A proud peeviſh man 
( ſuch as many take your ſelf tobe) charg'd 
with Envy, aduſt choller, and hypocondriacal wind s, 
is like a great Cannon charg'd with powder, bul- 
ſets and chain.-ſhot, which not only goes off like 
a clap of Thunder, bur threatens to do great exe- 
cution : or like the earth ſurcharg'd with winds 
that can find. no vent, which produceth terrible 
Concuſſions, and Earthquakes. 

E think in.my conſcience that the. true reaſon 
of your writing againſt thoſe againſt whom you 

ave 
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have written was this: God has vouchfafed to 
many Miniſters that have been and are out -C 
publick imployment, a greater intercſt jr / 
teem and affections of many good prot 
in City, and Countrey, than to » 
now it fareth with you as 
Women anſwered on* anc 
Saul bath ſlain his thouſ ns, ana © - 
thouſands, 1 San, 18. 7, you are very + wn 
it difpleaſeth you, and you (iy (a he) Zo 
bave aſcribed unto him ten thouſanas, an1 to me 
but thouſands, and what can they have more, but, 
&c. 

From hence having a quarrel with their per- 
ſons, you ſet your ſelf to read their writings, and 
to try where you can pick any holes ji chem 
( which is no hard thing to Goin, and by the 
Writings of any man whatſoever, if a man will 
ſet himſelf ſo to do ) you that knew moſt things, 
and expreſſions have two handles, do reſolve to 
take all theirs by the worſt handle of the two. 
You put the worſt conſtruction that can be put 
vpon thoſe paſſages which you quote out of their 
books, when it were much calier to underſtand 
them in a ſaſe and ſober ſence, you play the 
part of a Prevaricator, or terre filius upon them, 
and all to make them ſcem ridiculous ( right or 
wrong ) whoſe fame, and reputation doth as þ 
you think, ſtand in your light ; whereas, when 
you have ſaid all you can, Iam ſure you either 
intend the ſame things which they expreſs in 0- 
ther and plainer words, about Uxzion, and Com- 
wunion with Chriſt, and the benefits On we 

ave 
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have by his righteouſneſs ( and that [I believe 
will be your only refuge at laſt, to ſay you 
do ſo ) orifyoudo not, you contradict Sersp- 
ture, Reaſon, and Experience, and the moſt de- 
clared ſenſe of the Church of England, as to the 
higheſt points of our Religion. Being ſo angry as 
you ſeem to be with thoſe who complain much of 
the corruption of their natures. Iam alittle 
jealous that you do ſcarce believe the corruption 
of liumane nature by the fall of Adam, or the 
Doctrine of Original fin; and that if you were to 
ſu>{ ribe the ninth Article of the Church of Eng- 
land over again, you could not doit without 5 

quivocttion, and mental reſervations: which Ar- 
ticle is this , Original Sin ſtandeth not inthe fol- 
lowins of Adame (4s the Pelagians do vainly talk.) 
bnt it 1s the fault and corruption of the nature 0 

every man, that naturally is ingendred of the off- 
ſpring of Adam, wheeeby man is very far gone from 
Original! Riphreonſneſs, and is inclined to evil; ſo 
that the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and therefore 
in every perſon born into the world it deſerveth Gods 
wrath, and damnation. If this Article be true (as 
I doubt nat but it is, and wiſh that you did doubt 
it no more thani) itis, and ought to be for a 
Lamentation, that the nature of man, which 
came pure at firſt out of the hand of God is be- 
come thus corrupt, and defiled, Ought we to 
mourn over the corruption of others ? and was 
there a mark of preſervation ſet upon them who 
did figh and cry for all the abominations which were 
done in the midſt of Jeruſalem, Ezck. 9.4. and 
ought we not as much to mourn over the corrpe 
| r10ns 
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tions of our own natures, and hearts? What if 
even the Author of a book called Preadamite, do 
tell us ( fince I was even now ſpeaking of Ori- 
ginal Sin) That If you take away the Dottrine of 
Imputed Sin ( which 3s Original) andof imputed 
Righteouſneſs, he doth not know of what uſe the 
whole Goſpel #5, or what it diſcovers to the world that 
might not bave been known without it ? 1am ſure 
you deny the latter of theſe two DoCtrines, and 
I greatly ſuſpect you to deny the firſt, becauſe 
you are ſo incenſed againſt thoſe who make the 
complaints aforeſaid. 

- Sir, The truth is you would impoſe upon us 
ſomething that ſhould look like a new Syſtem of 
args oppolite to that of the former age, and 
if you durſt own it of the Church of England; and 
if youcan but getit received as ſuch, it will do 
your work, for it is not 7r«th you contend for, 
nor can you doubt but that moſt of the paſſages 
which you have ſhamefully expoſed might be ta- 
kenin a very good and fate ſenſe, but you have 
a mind tofrun down all the men of that character, 
and do hope your work will be done if you can 
baffle but theſe ſeven men, whoſe Writings you 
take totask; and that the world will believe 
that allthe reſt of Miniſters out of their places 
are ſuch as they, and do fall tothe ground with 
them, But take my word for it, Sir, it willnot do, 
your proud waves will break themſelves againſt 
thoſe Rocks, but break thoſe Rocks they never 
can. The good lives and abilities of the general- 
lity of them will ſo enbalm their names, that if 


you were as deadly as death it ſelf, you will ne- 
ver 
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vet be able to make them rot, 'or putrifie. If 

ou think 1 have been too ſharp in this Epiſtle, 

now, and conſider, that it is uſually the lot and 
portion of them who do attempt the diſgrace, 
and diſturbance of inocent, and peaccable men, 
under hatches before ( adding aMiction to the 
the afflicted ) to meet with marvellous rebukes 
from one hand or another, and for God to 
hooks in their noſes and bridles in their lips, and to 
turn them back by the way which they came 
(as I may allude to 1/a. 37. 29. ) 

Now that I would fain be at the end of this ex- 
poſtulatory Epiſtle other provocations* on your 
part do occur. You vilifie good men for come 
plaining of the impoſſibility of keeping the Law of 
.. 0d, ſaying, that thereby they do S_ excuſes for 
ſs before hand, &c. 1 ſay it is a matter of juſt 
complaint, and lamentation, that we cannot. 
keep the whole law of God, becauſe it betokens 
that man has loſt that power which God gave: 
to Adam and Eve, when he firſt Created them, 
and which ſhould have been propagated to all 
Man-kind, had they continued in Innocencys: 
That all have ſinned and are come ſhort of the glory 
of God, that now in things we all offend and 
cannot do otherwiſe is moſt juſtly to be bewailed. It 
was not ſo from the beginning, God made man 
Righteous and able to kept his Law, as the Ap- 
ple of his Eye, in every tittle of it. | 

Now to remember whence our firſt Parents 
fell, and we in, and with them, ought to grieve, 
and abaſh us. Did not St. Pawl ſpeak it by way 
of Complaint that the good he would do be could 
nor, 
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net, &c. that when to will was preſent with 
him he knew not how to perform, &c. which 
is all one with the impoſſibility of keeping Gods 
Law, in this corrupt and fallen eſtate. Did Sr. 
Pail in ſo complaining make Apology for Sin 
beforchand ? and make himſelf more dangerous 
company than the Debauchees of that, or this 
age ? The holy Ghoſt in Scripture doth often in- 
finuate the impoſſibility of our keeping the Law 
of God in Statu quo nunc, as when he ſaith, Whar 
the Law could not do in that it was weak throuph the 
Fleſh, God ſending his Son, &c. Meaning that the 
Law, or firſt Covenant, could not ſave men, be- 
cauſe they through the weakneſs of their fleſh, 
6.6. the corruption of their Nature,could not per- 
fecly keep it, and that Law did ſay to ſuch as 
are under the Law, Curſed be every one who con- 
tnues not in all that 1s written to doit. 

Does not the Apoſtle e|ſe-where ſay, When we 
were yet without ſtrength, (viz. to keep the whole 
Law of God perfectly , and to make our ſelves 
happy under a Covenant of Works,by ſo doing) 
in due time Chriſt died for the ungodly. Though 
God under the Goſpel doth accept a fincere, 
though imperfect obedience, ought we not to 
wiſh that our obedience could be perfect, and 
to bewail that it is not as St. Pau! who thus com- 
plain'd, The Law is Spiritual, but I am Carnal, 
Sold under Sin, and O wretched Man that I 
am, Did thoſe with whom you find fault ſay, 
that it was impoſſible for them and other men 
to keep the Law of God more or leſs, or in any 


tollerable meaſure, or any better than they al- 
way 
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ways do, through the unavoidable corruption 0 
their Nature, and that that was from God, and 
not from themſelves this had been to have made 
excuſes for fin before hand , but they are not 
charg'd with ſaying any ſuch thing, neither do 
they either ſay or think any ſuch thing, but 
their ſentiments are theſe, viz. that all man- 
kind ( Jeſus Chriſt excepted ) is fallen into a 
corrupt, and weak Eſtate, which the great God 
was no wayes acceſſary to, much leſs the Author 
of it, by means of the fall of Adam and Eve 
who corrupted the Fountain of humane Nature, 
and conſequently all the ſtreams, for who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean, and that 
which is born of Fleſh(that is,of corrupted Man- 
kind ) is fleſh, 5. e. ſinful and corrupted, &e. 
From thence reſulteth, as they think, yea, find 
both in Scripture,and by woful experience,an im- 
polſibility of keeping the Laws of God perfect- 
ly, though good men do, and are able, far to 
exceed others in the keeping of them,and doubt- 
leſs might exceed themſelves, I mean their pre- 
ſent degrees of holineſs, did they more rake heed 
to their wayes according to the Word of God, and 
did they give all diligence ( which they ouoht to do) 
to makg their Calling and Eleftion ſure. Now 


- with ſuch limitations and provifo's as theſe are to 


complain of the impoſſibility of keeping the 

Laws of God; firſt, as it is matter of truth (aad 

what harm can truth do?) ſoit is ſo far from 

being an excuſe for breaking the Laws of God, 

that it is a great obligation upon them that ſpeak 

ſuch things to obſerve them more ſtrictly. For 
k 
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till ſuch time as they have done all that is poſſible 
tor them to do, 'tis a ſtark ſhame to complain 
of what is impoſſible, I mean, by way of excuſe, 
for it is no juſt cxcuſe ; when men come at that 
which is impoflible for them to do, then let them 
complain, and not till then : like a ſervant, who 
being ſent on his maſters errand, after many 
miles traveli, mects with a deep water which he 
cannot paſs by one means or another, then it is 
time for him to return, and complain to his ma- 
ſter, and not till then, fith all the reſt of the way 
was paſſable, and he was to fulfill his maſters 
command fo far as he could, eft aliquid progire 
tenns fi non datur ultra. We ſay to children who 
crave more victuals, having a good deal on their 
trenchers, eat that firſt; and then, ( and not till 
then ) complain if we give you no more. More- 
over, it may be conſtrued as a ſignification of the 
great deſire which ſuch men have to keep the 
Law of God perfectly, as David ſaith, Pſal.119. 
4, 5- Thou haſt commanded us to keep thy precepts 
diligently, O that my wayes were diretted to Keep thy 
ftatutes. It is the obſervation of one long {ince 
with God, that the defires of good men after 
God, and goodneſs, arc boundleſs, and have up- 
on thent ſome impreſſion and reſemblance of the 
Infiniteneſs of God 3 but their perforinances, we 
know, when they have done all, do fall vaſtly 
ſhort of ſuch large deſires, and thoſe Giant-like 
wiſhes (if I may ſo callthem) produce a race 

of performances, of but an ordinary ſtature, 
[If you had ſo pleaſed, and had ſo much chart- 
ty, you might have commended ſuch ae 
cheir 
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their good wiſhes, and deſires to be holy, even 

as God is, and to attain to the reſurreftion of the 
dead, ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, though you had 
miſlik'd their entertaining their friends, from 
time to time ( if there be any that do ſo ) with 


-no other diſcourſe but that, and chid them ( as 


I think they are far from innocency, in that 
point, ) who uſe no voice but that of the turtle, 
or who are alwayes mourning and complaining, 
of one thing or of another, whereas their duty is 
to ſerve the Lord with gladneſs, and to come before 
bis preſence with ſinging, Pſal. 100. 2. Yea, that 
whole Pſalm excites to a chearful ſerving of 
God, &c. I ſay you might have chid them for 
their peniive way in Religion, { how well ſoever 
intended ) mean time owning, that you could 
not but have fome reſpect for their zeal of God, 
thouoh it were not altogether according to knowleage, 
as betraying their ignorance of that liberty which 
God hath call'd them to, viz. to be merry and 
fing Pſalmes, as well as at other times to pray, 
being affiitted, as alſo of what Solomon ſaith, 
Eccl. 3.4. Atime to weep, and a time to laugh: a 
time to moura, and a timeto dance, Honeſt inten- 
tions went far with St. Paxl. Rom.10.2, 

They whom you ſuppoſe to diſcourſe contins- 
ally of the wmpoſſibility of keeping the whole Law of 
God, may, 1 fuppoſe, .be more eaſily reclaim'd, 
and brought off trom that unſeaſonable trouble, 
which tney many times give, as well to them- 
ſcives as others, (and perſwaded inſtead thereof, 
now and then to ſing Hallelujahs ) than a drunk 
ard, a whoremaiter, a profane ſwearer and curſer, 4 
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ſcoſſing Athesſt,or Infide/,from their reſpeQive vi- 
ces and villanies. That which you call whining 
is diſguſtful to them that hear very much of it, 
and conſequently there is little danger of imita- 
ting It, but gratifying the fleſh, as Debauchees 
do, is wondrous pleaſant, and therefore the cx- 
ample of ſuch will moit eaſily infect us. 

Thoſe ever.whining people ( as you call them ) 
do help to put us in mind of the corruption of 
our natures, and badneſs of our hearts, ( which 
we are but too prone to forget, and ought often 
to remember ) whereas the Debauchees, which 
you prefer to them, will put us in mind of liitle 
or nothing, but of making proviſion for the fliſh, 
and treaſuring up wrath to our ſelves aoainſt the 
day of wrath, and yet you have ſaid, { in an ill 
hour, God knows, even the worſt that could 
have been ) that the Debauchees of the age, are 
leſs dangerous company than thoſe ccmplat- 
ners. 

1d credat Judens Apella, non ego. Thus it 1s 
your manner, time after time, ( and I know of 
what little Aachiavel you learn'd that policy, 
and whom you ape in it, ( as you do others in 
other things ) to overlook all that is worthy in 
men, and books, which you do not love, and to 
expoſe only the real, or ſuppoſed failings of beth, 
as if a Painter ſhould draw a ſcarf over the face 
and comely parts of a man, and in a very great 
figure, expoſe to view only thoſe parts which” 
ſhould be alwaies hid. This is according to /4a- 
chiavel, Calumniars fortiter, wut aliquid bereat, 
when a man Goth never rebate the edge of his 
accu- 
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accuſations, by the acknowledgment of any one 
virtue, or worthy thing reſiding in him whom 
he accuſeth, but horſe-fly, or ſcarabaus like, keeps 
ſucking, ſucking alwayes , and only , upon the 
gall'd places. 'Tis pretty to ſce how frequently 
ou do ſet up a man of ſtraw, and then thrath and 
elabour him, Like a man in a dream, you fan- 
Cy you ſee ſuch and ſuch enemies, witn their ug- 
ly vizards on, coming towards you, and tight 
them you muſt in your own defence, when there 
is no ſuch matter. Nay, I rather think, you do 
feign and ſet up ſuch men for your convenience, 
and for diſcourſe ſake, viz. men who decry ac- 
quaintance with the Laws and Goſpel of Chriſt, 
whilſt they cry up acquaintance with his Perſon 
only. Dr. Owen is poſitive in it, that you have 
highly wrong'd him, in imputing any thing of 
that nature to him. To the beſt of my know- 
ledge , I never found one ſuch paſlage in all 
the Engliſh modern praQtical Divines that I have 
read, nor do believe there is any fuch. You, 


: + ſeeming to attempt a new ſcheme and fabrick of 


Theology, do thereby caſt manifeſt geproach up- 
on whatſoever our modern ( and more ancient ) 
grave, holy, and learned Divines, have written, 
and thereby do contradict that CharaQer which 
that Oracle amongſt Scholars, viz. the Lord Ba- 
con, gave of their writings, viz. that if they were 
Judiciouſly abridged, they won!ld make the profita- 
bleft and wiſeſt book in the world next our Bible. 
This he ſaid of thoſe very books, which, if your 
book be true, are full of error and falſhood, for 
either theirs or yours muſt be falſe, Were he 
E 3 alive, 
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alive, it is probable he would call you as you 
deſerve. 

But why muſt thoſe things be faſtned upon 
men which they never ſaid ? as namely, that we 
need not, or ought not, to acquaint our ſelves 
with the Laws and Goſpel of our Saviour, but 
only with his perſon, when no reaſon can be gi- 
ven of that charge, but only becauſe the men ſo 
accuſed do exhort us to be acquainted with the 
Perſon of Chriſt, never intending it excluſrve, of 
his Law and Goſpel, as if 1 ſhould adviſe a friend 
to get acquainted with rhe perſon of ſuch an ex- 
cellent Scholar, ſaying nothing at the preſent of 
his good Library, and good notions, would it fol- 
tow from thence, that I would have him never 
076g his Library, and learned notions, but 
only get acquaintance with himſelf ? No, Ac- 
quaintance with himſelf is the way to bring on 
the reſt, &c. 

But 1 now diſcern for what end you have ſet 
up this man of ſtraw ( as 1 call him) v#z. one 
that decrics acquaintance with- the Laws of 
Chriſt, viz, becauſe you have a great myſtery 
to declare to the world, viz. That there can be 
20 ſalvation without good living, or, that men muſt 
live well, if ever they would be ſaved, doubtleſs, 4 
myſtery hid from ages and generations, and never 
reveal'd till you reveal'd it, or rather known to 
all ages, and perſons, and becauſe ſo well known, 
you thought you muſt make the world believe 
that ir did meet with many enemies and oppo» 
fers, :.] :hoſe men of name and note, for whoſe 
$5, 2:4 in order to the undeceiving of them, 
you 
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you were forc'd to write ſuch a Book ; whereas, 
I believe, from Aldgate to Weſtminſter, there is 
hardly a man or woman, whom the light within 
them, hath not taught to know, that as ſure as 
there is a heaven, there can be no getting thi- 
ther, unleſs men live r:ghteonſly, and ſoberly, and 
godly in this world. 

Scarce knowing how to preach of any thing 
elſe, but a good life in the general, in tollerable 
good language ( ſuch as the readers of Dr. Tay- 
lors works muſt necds have } (though there be 
divers Credenda,or Articles of Faith to be preacht 
of, as well as Agenda,or Dutzes to be done,)l ſay, 
you ſeeming to be a kind of a ſtinted Divine, 
(tak'd down us horſes ordinarily are to a ſmall 
compals of paſture) that can preach of little elſe 
but che excellency of a good life in the general, which 
is very good, but not alwaycs and alone, (ſo Vc- 
niſon is good meat, but you would be cloyed 
with it, if you might never cat any thing elſe } 
repreſent to your ſelf and to the world, a power 
of adverſaries, coming with ſwords and {taves, 
to kill and ſlay that great myſterious truth, which 
no good man ever had the wickedneſs, no, no man 
in his wits ever had the lillineſs, to oppoſe or de- 
ny. Nevercry tz« when you have diſcovered 
nothing but that two and two makes four, or 
what is as plain as that. 

Were the mountains in travel all this while 
to bring forth but this ? Alas,'tis a mouſe to what 
might have been expected. Such myſteries as 
theſe need no Revelations to be annex'd to them, 
ſuch plain texts need no comments. Thus all the 
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duft which you have rais'd is de {ana caprina,beat- 
sng the air, or fighting with your own ſhadow. 
Where were you when Mr. Anthony Burges de- 
ſtroyed all, and every the Antinomians ( which 
held ſuch Doctrine as you charge theſe men 
with) and left not one of them ( for ought I 
know ) to tell the ridings of it > That work is 
done to your hand, we all own now a days that 
Chiſt is the Author of Salvation, only to them that 
obey him, &c. 

You know that Mr. B. notwithſtanding you 
had complemented and labored to foreſtal him in 
your Preface ) ſent you word, that your Book was 
written with great ſcorn, and haughtineſs, and how 
many more things he did object againſt it (which 
were many asI am certainly inform'd though 
having dealt with you in the way of a private 
Letter, or admonition he was not willing to de- 
clare what the particulars were. Knowing that 
an Apprehen/ion of Contempt is one of the greateſt 
( yea ſome ſay the only) cauſe of Anger, you 
have written with ſo much of that ingredicnt, as 
if your deſign were, not to proſelite any body to 
any truth, or truchs which you conceive they de- 
ny, but to put your Antagoniſts into great heats 
and Pafhons ; which is, as it a Fiſherman who 
ought to be very ſtill, and ſilent, ſhould make a 
great noiſe, and out-cry, by the Rivers fide, 
the effect whereof would be, not to draw Fiſh to 
his net, but to drive, and ſcare them ſrom it. 

You make me think of a fort of men, whom 
Sr. Auguſtine in his Confeſſions, /. 3. c. 3. calls 
Everſores, or Overturners, whoſe humor was, male- 
perth 
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pertly enough to come over the demurer, and baſh- 
fuller behaviour of thoſe whom they never ſaw before, 
whom they throughly vexed with abuſing, and jearing 
at, upon no occaſion, and all to maintain their own 
bumour of bitter jeſting : nothing un the world can 
be liker the Devil bimſelf, than this behaviour of 
theirs what name then may they more truly be called 
by than Overturn=rs? being themſelves overturn'd, 
and altogether perverted fr, and that by thoſe ſe- 
ducing, and decerving ſpirits ſecretly deridins them 
even for this that themſelves take ſo much delight to 
jear at, and to put tricks upon others. Thus far St. 
Anguſtine, which 1 have given in Enslsſh, that 
_ Reader may underſtand it. You have 
ſcofled not only at Difſenting Divines, but at 
Syſtematical Diviniry (to make your ſelf a ſcor- 
ner in the abſtract) which Divines of all per- 
ſwaſions had wont co have a veneration for, and 
gone about to ſhew your ſelf an Overturney as to 
that, for want of enough of which, I ſuppoſe it 
is that your ſelf is ſo unſound, and hetorodox in 
your Principles. Nay the Holy Scriptures them- 
ſelves ſo cxpounded as they ought to be, or the 
true expoſition of them has not eſcaped your de- 
riſion, You tell us, page 104. That Faith us lucksly 
called commg to Chriſt : yet Chriſt himſelf ſo ex- 


. pounds it, John 6. 35. He that cometh to me ſhall 


never hunger, and he that believeth on me ſhall never 
thirſt. Then you ſay, That Faith which ſerves us 
4s legs to go to Chriſt, mu$t be a band toreceive him : 
and yet our Saviour expounds Receiving, by Be- 
lieving, John 1.12, But as many as received him, 
ro them he gave power to become the Sons of God, 

even 
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even to them that believe on his name, &c. And fo 
you proceed to p. 105, &c. 

Lle give you the Teſtimony of one Godly, 
Able, Learned Divine, more ( elder than Mr. 
Baxter himſelf) concerning your Book, who 
told me it divides 1t ſelf, or may be divided into 
only three parts, viz. 1. The Ignorant or Erro- 
ious part. 2. The Malicions, 3. The Profane 
part. O Triple Crown, no leſs to be adored 
than that upon the head of the Popes Holineſs, 
viz. the Crown of [pnorance, Malice, and Pro- 
{ane[s. 

Sir, what I have written may inable you to 
meaſure the height, and depth, of your miſery, 
if cither of thoſe two great men, who [I laſt told 
you do highly object againſt your book, had 
taken you into their hands. Then had you bcen 
broken upon the wheel, and the joynts of your 
book torn one ſrom another, as upon a torment- 
ing wrack; then ſhame, and confuſion of face 
had covered you, and your book might have 
been a By-word, and a Hiſſing througout Eng- 
land : bur you are fallen into the hands of an ea- 
fie Adverſary, one that can deal but gentle blows, 
( let him do his worſt ) and ſo all is well. You 
can read Don Quixot with pleaſure, and laugh at 
the Windmills which play in his head. O happy 
man, that it was thy lot to eſcape ſome Anti-S0- 
cinian Miniſters of the Church of England, who 
do abhor your book, as much as1cando (as 
being contrary to the Articles of the Englsſh 
Church. 


But if you ſhall ſay tome, Why are you ſo 
zealous 
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zealous for the Articles of the Church of England, 
who are preſumed to be but a lamiſh Conformiſt? 
To that I anſwer, that fince I ſaw your book, 1 
am well af{ur'd that I ſtand upon better legs, as 
in reference to the Church of Exg/and, than you 
do; for] amſound in the beliet of all the @vcs- 
cles that concern Faith, and Life ( which is the 
ſubſtance of our Religion} you are not ſo, though 
you practice thoſc things which in compariſon 
thereof arc but meer ſhadows : ſo far asI go, I 
do yield unfained conſent, unfainedly, ſo have 
not you done, ſo faras you have gone, As half 


a ſound Orange, or Lemmon, is worth two -- 


whole ones, that are rotten, ſo a ſound Semi-' 
Conformiſt, is worth two whole Conformiſts, 
that are rotten at the Core, unſound agto the 
Foundation , and ſuch as Arch-Biſhop Lawd 
( were he alive, and in place) would puniſh, 
who was no friend to Socinians, and Sociniani- 
Zing. 

As for the New-Conformity 1 do confeſs I am 
not very fond of it ( nor it may be are greater 
men than I ( witneſs the ſeveral overtures which 
have been made in both the Honorable Houſes of 
Parliament to give caſe and relaxation as to that) 
becauſe my ſcruples about it ( be they right, or 
wrong ) have half undone me, who might other- 
wiſe have been as great a man as your ſelf is, 
or islike tobe; but a full diet is thought not ſui- 
table for them, who are not full and compleat 
Conformiſts, as if in this caſe that maxime were 
true, alum e quolibet defefu, bonum non niſi ex 


cauſa intigra, ; 
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f am, and will be peaceable under New Con- 
formity (though I can be no Zealot for it) but as 
for the Articles of the Church, (with othergiſe 
zeal than ever did 7ehu pronounce theſe words , 
Come ſee my zeal, ) | do tell you that I am willing 
to Preach them all over ( asjſtrongly as I can ) if 
God give life, and opportunity ) to Print for 
them, yea (by Gods help) to Die, rather than 
todeny them. Having ſo ſaid, I appeal to Hea- 
ven, and Earth, whether upon a true account, I 
be not more a Conformiſt to the Church of Eng. 
land, than your ſelf. For though it may be truly 
faid that the craf+ of Subſcription, is as profitable 
to you as, making Shrines for Diana was to the 
Silver-Smiths, As 19. 25. by which craft, ec. 
(whilſt others have wofully ſmarted for not being 
ſuch profound Crafts-men at it) yet you doit ſo 
inſincerely, and inſignificantly, that I am 
confident. many Non-Conformiſts could do it 
better by half, I mean, as to the moſt material 
parts of it, witneſs the manifeſt contradiQtions in 

our book to ſome conſiderable things which 
you have ſubſcribed Aﬀent, and Conſent to, 


Cc. 
But Oh that I could get to the end of this te- 
dious longſome Letter ; wherein, amongſt other 
things, you will find one piece of modeſty, for 
your learning; viz. That I have therein con- 
cern'd but one man, mainly, and that is your 
ſelf the Agreſſor,and one more, leſs conſiderably, 
viz. an old Creditor of mine,in whoſe debt I have 
been ſeveral years, and particularly for his Print- 
cd Civilities towards my Wife, or rather ſſan- 
derous 


derous, and malicious rudeneſs, ſhe being a pers 
ſon of as great deſerts as molt of her Sex, age, 
and quality, and one who had never provok'd 
him, nor he, I think, ſo much as ever ſaw her 
face, or ſhe his. TI let all other men alone, and 
who are you ſtanding in oppoſition to the plain 
Articles of the Church of England that I ſhould 
fear to encounter you? Or who is that other per- 
ſon whom I now, and then, gently glance at, 
having committed ſuch rudeneſs towards my 
Wife, in Print, ( whence I muſt denominate 
him a ſower of Diſcords in other mens families, 
at leaſtwile, pro hic, & nunc)as may ingage all the 
good Husbands,and all the Wives in England, to 
take my part againſt him,that I ſhould fear him?T 
fear him for nothing but becauſe what he ſaid of 
my Wife, was the inſinuation of a notorions un- 
truth, though he brought it in with an If, wiz. 
If fhe bite and ſcratch him every day, &c. ( for If 
is ſometimes a note of vehement aſſertion, Numb. 
14. 23. compared with the Margent, and Phl. 
2. 1, If there be any Conſolation m Chriſt, which is 
a note of adjuring, As there 15 ary, &c.) Now if 
he have a knack that way (1 mean, to ſuggeſt no- 
torious Falſhoods with fs, and Ands ) Iknow 
not what to ſay to him, For there is no fenſe againſt 
4 flale. Good Wives are things of ſo near, and 
dear, an! comfortable Importance, that no Man 
worthy of the naine of a Husband will ſuffer 
them to be belied ( eſpecially in Print ) and not 
vindicate them, and make thoſe ſlanderers aſha- 
med of what they have ſaid, 

It a Man may ſay upon any temporzi provo- 
Cation, 


cation, be do's well to be angry ( as Jonah ſaid ) 
ſurely upon this when ſhe that is as the Apple of 
his Eye is ſcornfully touched, and that, (if any 
Earthly thing ) will juſtifie an anger next in 
fierceneſs, to that in Prov. 6, 34. which us ſaidto 
be the rage of a man, &c. 

Let the Fr. Debater ſerve me ſuch another 
dirty trick, in reference to her whom I have 
reaſon to love above any other Mortal, and by 
whom God has bleſt me with many Children 
that are very dear to me, if I donot make him 
repent it, without doing him any injuſtice ( for 
a reaſon that I know ) let me never be truſted, 

As for thoſe numberleſs paſſages in which he 
hath ſhamefully abus'd, and wrong'd, my firſt, 
and immediate ſelf, in a Book of about three 
ſhillings price, conſiſting of little elſe but dirt, 
and ſcorn, thrown upon me ( whom he knew 
to be a man nnder Hatches, and to have had ſor- 
row upon ſorrow , (as if he lov'd to trample 
where the Hedge was low, and to inſult over the 
afflicted) I ſay as for all thoſe I can eaſily paſs 
them by, though his whole Book againſt me had 
little elſe but ſuch things in it, ſaving a Diſcourſe 
upon the meaning of one Text (in the expound. 
ing whereof he follows one ſort of Authors, and 
{ another, viz. concerning the demonſtration of 
the Spirit, and of Power ) and a long harang to 
confute the Primate of Armagh his Notion about 
the word mwre, which Reverend Mr. Ranew 
ſometimes Miniſter of Felſftead, hath told me 
once and again, he heard him deliver in a Sermon 
at St, aries, above forty years ago, and I _ 
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ſay will teſtifie to the Debaters Face, though for 
quoting that paſſage of Biſhop Uſbers he gives 
me the lie ( a Complement very frequent with 
him towards me ( when God knows I did not 
deſerve it) which when cauſleſsly given, does 
always return, of courſe, upon them that gave 
it. A great man, ( cxactly of his own way) 
told me, that in his Anſwer to me, hedid not 
look upon any thing worth his notice, but the 
expounding that Text, about the demonſtration of 
the Spirit, and of Power , and a laboured Dif 
courſe about the word m4nei. What ſhall we then 
think of all, or moſt of the reſt ? 'Twas ſuch ſtuff 
that it is pity but the Scavenger had had it, and 
he takes as good every day off the Dung-hill. 
The Digreſſton which I have made concerning 
the Fr. Debater being all the Anſwer that ever 
I made him in Print to his empty, railing, ſcorn. 
ful Book againſt me ( therefore not worth the 
anſwering in a Book by its ſelf.) I ſay this di- 
grcſſion being all ( ſaving a few other ſhort glan- 
ces by the by ) that ever lreplicd to a Book of 
his againſt me ( containing above four hundred 
Pages of ſuch &uff as 1 told you) 1 hopel ſhall 
not be thought either ſplenetick, or tedious, for 
ſpending a few lines upon him (after ſeveral 
years forbearance, ) to vindicate the neareſt Re- 
lation I have in the World, from a falſe aſper- 
ſion by him barbarouſly caſt upon her; both for 
that every Wife is under Covert-baron, as alfo 
that the Modeſty of her Sex permits her notts 
vindicate her ſelf ſo publickly, as unchriſtianly, 
ingentlely, and openly as ſhe has been wrong'd 


by 
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by kim, to whom I do not underſtand her to be 
in any thing inferiour, ſave in Sex, and the want 
of an Univerſity Education, which did not be- 
long to her. 

Having thus far vented my ſelf in reference 
to my Wife, who is ſo dear to me that I have 
paſſed by a hundred affronts, and abuſes put 
upon my ſelf, rather than one, witerein ſhe was 
concern'd, me-thinks I could now qhake hands 
with the Debater, and be Friends ( ſave that I 
—_— him not to be of a Nature ſo eaſily pa- 
Cifiable ) promiſing not to reflect upon him any 
more after this book, unleſs he, or ſome other 
ating, from, by, or under him, ſhall give me a 
new provocation thercunto. 

Only by way of Caution to him for the future, 
tell the Fr. Debater, who has given me the 
unſufferable provocation aforeſaid, that I have 
learn'd by comparing the quotations in his Book , 
againſt the ſecond Anſwer to the Fr. Debate to take 
his counſel, not to truſt, ( no, not himſelf. ) If 
men have the way of , thoſe things, what ſhall 
weſay? 

It remaineth that as I have already ſhewed 
you in many particulars why your Book ought 
to be written againſt, ſo that I ſhew you in the 
next place, why I have taken that task upon my 
ſelf, not but that I am ſincerely conſcious that 
there were many both Conformiſts, and Non- 
Conformiſts, diſguſted at your Book, who were 
much abler to have anſwered it than was my ſelf, 
particularly ſome of thoſe who had fallen under 


you laſh, and felt your Scorpions, I muſt oy 
ut 
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but ſome, becauſe ſome of them are, and were 
dead, when you wrote your Book, to encoun- 
ter the quick, and the dead. 

Neither do I pretend to have been importuned, 
cither by a great or leſſer number of Perſons , 
diſſatisfied with your Book, to write againſt it : 
for I muſt confeſs (in reference to my own good, 
and ſafety, as was pretended) I was much more 
Giiſwaded from, than perſwaded to it, ſo that I 
write not in a publick, but private capacity, not 
as a repreſentative of others, or a common 
Perſon, but in a ſingle capacity, I found zv5- 
mur in vetitim a little verified in me at this time , 
and have written this Book partly to aſſert that 
right that every man, who is ſus jurts, ha's to 
govern his own Actions, and to thwart that hu- 

mour of interpoſing in the affairs of other men , 
which is a kind of meaſure that ] do hate to meet 
out to other folks, and do not love that others 
ſhould mect ont to me. As | ſaid in and of my 
Anſwer to the Friendly Debate, fo 1 ſay of this. 
It is no Chedder-cheeſe, but all of one Cowes 
milk, cc, | 

Therefore whatſoever you diſlike in this book 
blame no body but me for it. 7z me converifyo 
ferrum. | had no Saxhedrims to counſel me ( 2s 
the Book it ſelf will tell you, ) yea, I had no 

Second. Ihad many to weaken my hands, but 

few to (trengthen rhem, or to encourage me, ec. 

I have bcen told again, and again, that I uſe to 

write ſtans pede 5n nno, with the greateſt ſudden- 

neſs, that any man can do, therefore you may be 


ſure. I can ſhew no Commiſſion, from any parry, 
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of men, to write, neither do I | 
party whatſoever, but profeſs m '' 
Lover of all good men, of all p: 


{waſions whatſocver, and do Þ: : + 


weeping ( like April weath-. | 

bold and conſider the little i::: 

Children, do often quar:--! : 

are at Daggers drawing, i. 

prehention, ihvy are contri dicicy b 

Ieaily, ci 1h go0d carnelt do ſay ono, iu 
ſamc thinz, and for HAVING YECELVEU, Un 1yC 'EL 
they ſuppoſe ) trom tle who do bit in other 
werds coutirm, and ſay over what tiizcy have 
ſpoken. 

Now, Sir, If you would knew what did 
move m2 to write againſt you ( for I have al- 
ready told you what did not ) I fſaall give you 
the following account of my ſo doing. I did it 
partly ro divert my ſelf after ten Moneths ſpenc 
in, and under a ſevere melancholy, occaſioned 
by ſuch a confluence of diſaſters, as would have 
diſcompoſed any man, for the time being, I ſay 
I have written ( ſecing you were to be written 
againſt ) todivert, and refreſh my ſelf, after 
I had been ſo long in that Houſe of Bondage (for 
to vindicate truth, and give check to Youthful 
Pride, and arrogance, is one of the beſt recrea- 
tions I can have, ) 

If the three ſurviving Divines whom you have 
greatly concern'd in your Book, viz. Dr. O. 
Dr. 7. or Mr. W. they, or any of them, would 
have ſtoopt ſo low, as to have anſwered a Perſon 


ſo much younger, and leſs experienced in Reli- 
gion 
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gion than themſclves, I wouldnot have mec#!-- 
with you ( for I did inquire into their minds 45 
to that before I began ) but poſſibly they / a< 
many others ) did tnink it beneath them, to [+ 
their Age, and Wit, againſt yours, to encova- 
ter a Novice, puſf'd in mind. Polhbly tacy 
rhought ſuch a Worm as |, might ſerve to withet 
ſuch a gourd as you, that were but of yeſtrrdzv, 
Why hould any of them ſet himſelf wuolty 
and jatircly, againft your ſingle ſeIf, wie had 
thought cach of them worthy of, but a fif15 , or 
ſeventh part of your ſtrength, to be at once in- 
eaged againſt him ? and for all five {ucrvivers , 
tv have joyn'd their heads againtt you, had beea 
as cowardly, and deſpicable an enierprize, a8 
for your ſt-:pling- Are to [ct its fell azainit five 
of them, all ac once, ws bold and duing, and 
Hettor like in you. Sir, 1 think you have leſs 
reaſon to tal:e ir ill that I ſhould write againſt 
you T1: any man elfz, becauſcl preſume you 
have not forgotten that a ſew years {inc you 
to! mc with ſome cagerneſs, that if the Fr; 
Debarcr did not aniwer Polagathis, by \uch a 
time, you would doit. Now I humbly cons 
ccive it inay as well become my Age, and ſtattd- 
ing, to anſwer a Book of yours, and to Correct 
the Errata, which 7 ſrem rofind init, as yours 
to do the like by a- Book of mine, I may tiot 
forbear to tell you how highly culpable your 
Book is (if there had been nothing elſe to hav 
render'd it ſo, ) upon the account of the anſeg- 
ſonableneſs of it, - Wot you not, Sir, that now 
ts, and then was, a Critical tyme, berwixt P: 
; F > p reſtarts, 
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teſtantz, and Papiſts, cach wreſtling a fall with 
other, and ſtrugiiag as it were for Life, as who 
ſhould ſay, now or never, to make 4 bolt or a fhot 

ir, And was this a time for you to ſhoot your 
haſty bolt at pcaccable Proteſtant diſſentors, who 
would have joyn'd with you hand in band, with 
all thejr hearts, to have laid Popery upon its 
back, and to have given it ſo faira fallthatit 
ſhould never riſe again ? 

Miſtake not your ſelf as if ſome of them 
were not as able to aſſiſt in that work as moſt of 
you are, and you cannot be ignorant of that old 
ſaying, YVis unita fortior. You may ſee your 
error cr'e you die, in rejccting their help, who 
would have ſtood in that gap as well as you 
( and might have done as good Service. ) 

Would you offer to divert ſo happy a Cris, 
as we did hope to have ſeen if inſtead of fighting 
either againſt great or ſmall, dillenting Prote- 
ftants, at ſuch a time as this, we had fought 
only againſt our common Adverſaries the Papiſt, 
and laboured to ſecure England againſt the fear 
of our being invaded by their Religion in any 
ſucceeding Age. 

His Holineſs may con you many thanks for 
your Book, for you tim'd it as punCtually to do 
him ſervice by turning the edge of Diflentors 
from him, upon your ſelf, as if you had leſs love 
for your ſelf, than for him. You might have 
learn'd of the Proteſtants in Ireland, who being 
always jealous, and fearful of the Papiſts, which 
dwell amongft them, have as few bickerings a- 
bout their preter-fundamental perſwaſions, as 
you 
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you have known in any Church, To 4te? with 
one ſo potent Enemy as the Papiſts are, at one 
time, 1s fair, 

We could have all agreed in the wnum tertium, 
to have ſecur'd the Proteſtant Reiigion to our 
ſelves, and our Poſterity, but it was your plea- 
ſure to find us other work to do. If words 1po- 
ken in ſeaſon, be like apples of Gold in pidt- 
wres of ſilver, yours ſeem like crabs of Icad, 
in pictures of ruſty Iron, and you your iclt 
like one (for want of a mildcr.ſimilitude at 
hand ) that ſhould hayg attemped to ſet the Sub- 
urbs on fire, when hairy was ſo, that the In- 
habitants thereof might be at no leiſure to aſſiſt 
in quenching the City. The leaſt that can be 
made of your publiſhing tuch a Book at ſuch a 
time is, that if you be no friend to Papiſts, yet 
you are a greater enemy to Non-Conformiſts, 
than to them, though I muſt tell you that the dif- 
ference betwixt Orthodox Conformiſts, and 
ſome Non-conformiſts is ſo very ſmall, with rg- 
ference tofany danger that can be ſuppoſed from 
thence, either to Church, or Kingdome, or tg the 
ſouls of men, that Shibboleth, and Szbbolerh, are 
Rot neerer in ſound, | conicſs that betwixt your 
ſelf and all Orthodox Non-Conformiſts, yea and 
Conformiſts too, there is a great gulph fixed, that 
there is no paſſing from one to the other, becauſe 
you haye taken away the bridge, of ſome of the 
Articles of our Church, that golden bridge, which 
would have brought them over to you. How 
can I chuſe but charge you with great cruelty, 
and bcing like the bloo{y, and inſatiable Horſe- 

F 3 leech, 
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leech, which never ſaith, It is enough? Have 
hundreds of Non-Conformiſts ſuffer'd deeply a- 
bove ten years together, who never had a hand 
in the ſufferings of other men, but were as kind 
to them in the time of their calamity as they 
Couvid be, and do you ſay that itis not enough # 
 Kiavenoteleven, or twelve books been writ- 
tcr2 againſt them already? viz. Four Fr. De- 
b:res, &c. and muſt you needs make them up a 
Bakers douzen ? 

Are you not Brother to Simeon and Levi? of 
1:0m it 1a ſaid, Curſed wi their anger for it was 
ſi-rce, and their wrath ſor it was cruel, and name- 
iy becauſe they ſlew the Shecemires when they 
vere ſore with Circumciſion, and unable to help 
themſelves, Did the good Samaritan when he 
found a man that was rob 'd, wounded, and half 
dead kill him outright > Was that Souldier to 
be imitated who ran his Spear you know into 
whoſe fide whilſt he was upon the Croſs ? I con- 
fcſs th2t our Saviour was worth ten thouſand of 
us, him, a lenge ſequimur, & veſtigia prorſus ado- 
ramus, but 1: he reckon what is done to his 
members, os done to himſelf, I doubt you have 
done ſome ſuch thing, Men of ſuch good lives, 
and of ſo goua leaning, and great uſeſulneſs, as 
you have {corn'd, and expos'd, ſo many at once, 
( for you deſign through the fides of the ſever 
mentioned, to wound ali the reſt of their way, 
and c{:u::ter) werel think never ſcorn'd and 
abuſcd at that rate, as you, and ſome others have 
zbvs'd them, by men of the ſame kind of edu- 
cation with themſelves, that ſuck'd (asI1 may 
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ſay) the ſame milk with themſelves. For I muſt . 
tow, the greateſt wounds that Non-Con- 
formiſts have received, have been.in the houſcs, 
and from the hands of their ſometimes friends, 
and of ſuch as went out from them; which impiigs 
they were ſometimes ſeemingly of them, 1 
could not find in my heart to write a book to vi- 
lite, and expoſe ſuch of the Clergy ( as alas 
there are ſome ſuch.) as are greatly zgnorant, and 
debauch'd, ( no nct any one of them, as ſuch ) 
ſurcly then you had a heart of braſs, yea eriplex 
45 circa pettus, that could abuſe a generation of 
men, many of which, by your own confeſſion, 
are of czccllant good hves, and ſome of them, 
you know in your conſcience, to be very good 
Scholars: and todo it at a time when you know 
that many Non-Conformiſts have little elſe to 
ſubſiſt by, but ſome intereſt in the eſteem, and 
aftections of good people, and the effects, and 
reſults of that, which God knows, as to many 
of them, is very hard commons. 

Whoſoever goes about to fix the ſufferings of 
peaceabie Difſentors upon them, and to make 
their bands ſtronger, and faſter, ( by miſrepre- 
ſenting them ) even whilſt you know that our 
Rulers have often debated concerning the loaſing. 
and lacking of them; doth, and {hull thereby 
highly provoke God, who hateth crue/ty, where 
pity, and compaſſion ought to be ſhewed, great- 

y fin againſt his Brerhren, and their innocent, 
Families ( whoſe miſerics will cry to heaven 
againſt him) and fin againſt the Church of God, 
and ſouls of men, which do even groan, till givers 
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of them (whoſe labours have been, and might be 
of much uſe in ſuch places where good preaching 
is not ) be reſtor'd to the ſull exerciſe of their 
publick Miniſtry. 

Now I conſtrue all ſuch books as yours, as if 
it had been ſaid in ſo many words ; The outed 
N, C. Miniſters are all, or the generality of them, 
a-generation of men that do underſtand neither 
ſouud Divinity, nor Common Senſe ; but ſtud 
to amyſe, and pleaſe the people with Enthuſli- 
aſtical Notions, and Antinomian Errors, ſooth- 
ing them up in their ſins, ſo that their preaching 
would do more hurt than good, and therefore 
let the reſtoring of them never be taken into con- 
ſideration, as being no more worth while, than 
to take a body out of the grave which is not onl 
dead, but rotten, and ready to poyſon us with 
the ſtanch thereof. But how falſe a charge that 
is, there is a God above that knows, and that 
the generality of them are not inferiour to the 
generality of your ſclves, ſaving in Riches, Dig- 
nities, and exemption from Scruples, 

Sir, You could only pick up the old darts and 
ſhoot them over again at the N. C. for the whole 
Quiver was empticd before you began, and 
there was nothing that was fubſtantially new left 
for you to alledge againſt them You did but lick 
up the vomit of others, and vomit it up again in 
the faces of the N.C. If we think thoſe young 
men cruel, who when they ſee a poor Cock at 
Shrovetide, that has received a great many 
blows, even quite ſpent, and ready to tumble 
down, will fling at him again, as hard as they 

can 
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can drive, and that not with a difgn to kill him | 
qut right, but to make more ſport with him : 1 
fay if we think them cruel, what muſt we think 
of you? Are not N.C. of more value than many 
Cocks? as well as than many Sparrows? and yet ' 
ſo you ſerve them;as if nothing would ſatisfie you 
unleſs you could ſee their necks rung off, & why, 
I beſeech you, what have they done ? or what - 
good cannot many of them do, that you can de? 
I dare ſay if they were worſe men, and leſs con- 
ſiderable, they would net meet with half that 
oppoſition that they have done from you. I am 
as confident as I am at any thing (and your mane» 
ner of writing aſſures me of it ) that Envy is at: 
the bottum, that Cologuintsda, that death, is at 
the bottome of the pot, &c. 

And now, Sir, if you deſire, or need to have 
your memory relieved, in ſuch a caſe as this, 
by Recapitulation of what has been ſaid, I ſhall 
pive youa Reherſal of the heads of that Charge 
which has been juſtly exhibited againſt you, 
which are as followeth. Fzz. 

' TI, That you have poured out abundance of 
ſcorn upon ſeveral that are, and were, your SU- 
periours in Age, Degree, Name, Experience, 
Learning, Parts, and Goodneſs : 'tis ſo obvious 
that I ſhall not name them. 

2. You have derided Acquaintance with the 
Perſon of Chriſt, both name, and thing, above 
forty times, in the firſt 146 pages of your 
Book. 

3. You have borne Falſc-witneſs againſt your 
Brethren in reprefenting as if they did beat off 

men 
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men from Acquaintance with the Laws, and Goſ- 
pel of our Saviour, and put them upon acquaint-_ 
ing themſelves ( which I never heard, or read 
that man that did ) ſolely, and only with his 
Perſon. 

You have written at a wild rate concerning 
Union, and Communion with God, and the Impu- 
ration of Chriſts Righteouſueſs to Believers,as one 
that knew not what he ſaid, and whereof he 
did afhirm, \ 

$. You have in heat of blood treſpaſſed now 
and then upon Common Senſe, making good that 
ſaying; Perit omne judicinm cum abit in af- 

et as. 

Of that I have given but one Inſtance as yet, 
viz. your ſaying p. 4. That Chriſt 1s originally, 
the name of an Gffice, which the Jews call a Meſſiah, 
or one anointed by God ( though your ſelf doth 
own an Ofſice, and an Ofſicer, to be two diferent 
things, and differently intended by you, by waat 
you write p. 8. Though Chriſt be Originally the 
name of an Office, yet it is uſed in Scripture to ſig 
wifie the Perſon who is inveſted with this Office. 
Now that Chriſt is over and above his being in> 
veſted with an Office, or Offices, the Office, or 
Offices themſelves, is ſo diſagreeable to ſenſe, ag 
if one ſhoyld ſay of a wiſe man, that he was not 
only indowed with Wiſdome, but Wiſ- 
dome it ſelf, ora good man, that he were good- 
neſs it ſelf, or a Rich man, that he were Riches 
themſelves, &c. But to let that paſs, there is 
another inſtance of incurable Non-ſenſe to be 
found in p. 6. (.2. Chriſt was a Prieſt after my 
oraey 
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oraer of Melchizedec, who was King of Salem 
( the New-Jeruſalem that comes down from Hea- 
ven.) was that Melchizedec who was a Type 
of Chriſt King of the New 7eruſalem which 
comes down from heaven? Was not Salem the 
name of that place on carch, wiich was after. 
wards called 7eruſalem, from the word 7ireh put 
to Salem, becaule there Gods providence was 
ſeen, Gen. 22 whereof 1clchiſedech was literal- 
ly King? Ger. 14. 1 thought the z:w Feruſalem 
coming down from heaven, ſpokci of, Rev. 3. 12. 
and 21. 2. had been the Church triumphant : 
Was that Melchiſedec King, of the Church tri- 
umphant ? If ſo, he was Chr® him@!f, And then 
it will follow, that Chriſt ws a rvpo cflunſelf, 
for Melchiſedec was a type v0: Chriſe, ſo the type 
and antitype were burn <2, I] fancy you were 
betwixt ſleeping and wa; when that myſtical 
paſſage fell from your pen Again, your Cotte 
founcing the Office: of C' '1ii ſo as you, 1.5. 
and 6. looks like bod fonſe, as well as bad 'Theo- 
logy. Hu preaching the Goſpel, ( ſay you ) was the 
exerciſe of his Kevza! power ;, why not of his Pro- 
pherscal ? Does it belong to Kings, as ſuch, to 
preach, any more than to Prophets or Miniſters, 
as ſuch, to act as Kings? Whereas you ſay, 
that his preaching was the publiſhing of his Laws, 
that is true too, but the publiſhing of Laws in 
ones own perſon, is no exerciſe of Regal power ; 
for though Kings do make Laws, yet they do 
not uſe to proclaim, or publiſh them themſelves, 
but leave that to their ſervants thereunto ap- 
pointed. Moreoxer, you ſay, When Chri#+ offered. 


himſelf 
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himſelf a ſacrifice for ſin, he afted like a King, fi. 6+ 


- It uſethto be ſaid, that Chriſt in offering himſe'! 

a facrifice, acted as a Prieſt : for it did not þc- 
long to Kings, as Kings, to offer ſacrifice ; Wit- 
neſs Vzz3h, 2 Chron. 26,18, 19. Chrilt did not 
die in purſuance or diſcharge of his X#ngly, bur 
of his Priefly Office; witneſs Heb. 8. 3. Every 
High Prieſt 1s ordained to offer gifts and ſacrifices, 
wherefore it 1s of neceſſity that this man alſo have 
ſemetbing to offer ; viz. as he was High Prieſt: 
Sec alſo Heb. 7. 26, Fer ſuch a high-prieſt became 
*, who needed not daily to offer ſacrifice firſt for bis 
own fins, and then for the peoples: for this be did 
ence, when he offer d up himſelf. $ce alſo Heb. 9. 
T1. 12. Chriſt being come a bigh prieſt, by bs own 
bloud entred in once snto the holy place, viz. as High 
prieſt he did ſo. *Tis no leſs ſtrange than the 
former, that you ſhould ſay, That to which we 
commonly attribute the name of Regal power, us called 
bw Interceſſion. Did it belong to Kings, as Kings, 
to zntercede for the people ? Atonement was 
made for the people under the O. T. not only 
by offering of a ſacrifice, but by taking the bloud 
thereof, and preſenting that with prayers and in- 
terceſhons unto God to accept of it for the ſins 
of the people, Levie. 16. After the ſacrifice was 
kill'd, the Prieft was to take the bloud of it, and 


J ſprinkle it with his finger on the mercy ſear, 


and he was to cauſe a cloud of incence to ariſe on 
the mercy-ſeat, which was a Type of the Prayers 
and Interceſhons of Jeſus Chriſt, *Tis ſaid of 
Chriſt, Heb. 8, 4 + that, of be were 077 earth, he 


fbonld not be a Prieſt, that is, as in the times of 
the 
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the O.T.; if the Prieſt had only offered a ſacri- 
fice, and had not gone into the Holy of Holes 


with the bloud thereof, ſprinkling the mercy- - 


ſeat, praying and interceding that it might be 
accepted for the ſins of the people, he had not 
been a compleat Prieſt, ſo faith the Apoſtle, If 
Chriſt had only offer'd up himſelf here a ſacrifice, 
and had not gone into Heaven, and carried the 


viztue of his death thither, to pray and smrercede 


for us, he had not done the work of the great 
High Prieſt. Alſo compare Heb. 9g. 11,12. with 
the 24. ver, and ſee if making interceſſion for 
us be not aſcribed to Chriſt, nor as a King, but xs 
a High priclt. Alſo Heb. 11.24. But this man 
hath an wnchangoable priefthood, wherefore he us able 
#0 ſave to the utrermoſt, ſeeins he ever lweth (41%, 
as an unchangeable prieſt ) ro make mrerceſſion 
For us. 

By theſe Inſtances you may ſee how non- 
ſenſically you have confounde.! the Offices of 
Chriſt, and would moke as if he had done every 
thing as a King, orin diſcharge of his Kingly 
Office, what 44 he then as a Przeſt ?,- or Pros 
phet ? you might almoſt as well have ſaid that 
our bodies do hear as they have eyzs, or ſee 'by 
vertue of their ears, as that Chriſt did offer Sa» 
crificeas a King, and not ſo much as he was 4 
Prieſt ; and Preach not ſo much by vertue of his 
Prophetical, as his Regal Office ;' and enter mto 
the Holicſt ro make zntercefſion for us as 3 Kg, 
rather than as a High-Prieft, Every work of 
Chriſt ought to be aſcribed to that Office of his, 
to which it is moſt directly, and properly _ 

cible ; 
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75 
cible: as every duty ought to be reduced to 
that Commandment to which it moſt immediate- 
lybelongs ; elſe we ſhall make all the offices of 
Chriſt and all the duties of Chriſtians, run one 
into another, and be jn effect bur one, and the 
ſame. Now I am ſure that Chriſt his cttering of 
Sacrihce, and interceding for us, are works 
moſt properly, and immcdiately belonging to 
him, and done by him as a Prseſt, I hope by this 
time you {ce your error in that particular, and 
conſequently that the acts of Chriſt his Kingly 
power, in Goverxing his Church, diſpenſing his 
Grace, and ſupernatural aſſiftances , Judging the 
World, &c. arenot to be called his Interceſſion, 
for that belongs to him directly, and properly 
as Prief, and not as Kiyg : For ſothe Scripture 
ufeth to ſpeak, as hath been ſhewn. The ſum of 
this Paragraph is, that I do very much doubt 
how what you haye written about the Offices of 
Chriſt can be reconciled to Common Senſe, which 
inſtances, ( with the two former ) may | ſuffice 
to prove the fifth Article in my Charge againſt 
you, viz. that you have fallen below good ſenſe 
in ſome of your expreſſions. 

6. You have taken occaſion from ſome few 
paſſages in certain Books ( which have done 
much good, and might have done more ) to bring 
both them and their Authors under great con- 
tempt, whereas many of the paſſages alledged by 
you, did onely wanta grain or two of Salt, or of 
Charity, to make them paſs for currant, and 
others, ſaving as you have captioully conſtrued 
them, might have paſſed very well without any 
vnQ 


grain of allowance; and to be ſure in the 
; «hers there are many expreſſions which were 
tvgether 2 liaÞ. to your cenſure ) yet uſe not 
2 be cenſured » as moi, of thoſe which you have 
expoſ.'d, W rac is this bur to bite and devour, 
whirl; they that do, muſt expect tv be bitten and 
aevoured; for what meaſure men meet to others, the 
ſame, &c, When N Cs. invite great {inners to 
conie in to Chriſt, promiſing them mercy, you 
malitivuſly conſtrue their words x ſenſu compe- 
peſito, a3 if they rold them, that they continuing 
ſuch, rught find mercy , though they alwayes 
meas. it in ſenſu diviſo, viz. that if the wicked for- 
ſake bis way he ſhall find mercy. You makeasif 
exhocing men to.zruft iti Chrilt, or reſt on Chriſt, 
were iv exho;t thera to preſume, whereas no man 
doth truly truft {1 Chriſt, but he that feareth the 
Lord, and obeyet the voice of his ſervant, as it 1s 
Jſa. 52.10. as no man truſteth to a Phyſician 
tor his cure, who doth not follow his preſcripti- 
ons, becauſe he gives him no hope of a cure, 
but in the uſe of thoſe means, | 
Though to criticize upon thoſe Books which 
are critically, captiouſly,and cenſoriouſly written, be 
but a juſt retaliation, and fair play, becauſe 
they who have ſo written, may be preſumed to 
have ſtood upon their guard ( as confcious they 
have provok'd others ſo to deal with them, and 
deſerved noleſs,) yet to write in that-manner 
againſt pious, practical, devotional Books, writ- 
ten by the oo thereof in the godly ſimplicity 
of their hearts,for the uſe of vulgar people,and to 
bring every fmilee, & a popular expreſſion there» 
in, 


+ in, to a philoſophical teft and ſcrutiny, is fo un. 
chriftian, yea ſo unjuſt, and uncivil, ſo cop57:; 
| barreter-like, ( that quarrels with every body fry 
nothing, ) as nothing can be more, and doth pre 
pare the wuy to turn all Devotion, or devotions! 
Books, into ſcorn, and ridicule. Ani thmoh ro 
write in a biting, and cutting ſtile, whey nv pro. 
vocation is given thereunto, be to do !::c #2, 
tors, who draw upon thoſe that walk pcacca!:!; 
about the ſtreets, yer to do ſome ſuch thing +: 
anſwer to thoſe who have whet their pers !i!:c 
ſwords er raſors, and drawn upon thoſe chat !1- 
ver medled with them, is but to ſerve hom 1! 
their kind, to draw in our own defence, ans i; 
caſe the aggreſlor ſhall come by any bacm, {- 
may thank himſelf, as thoſe fooliſh people may, 
who whea all was quiet before, would needs be 
conjuring, ( not thatIthink you any Conjurer, 
ſtrain not my ſimilitude too far ) and raiſing ſuch 
ſpirits as they could not tame. 

7. You have taken as little notice of the Ar- 
ticles and Homilies , ( and otherwiſe declared 
fenſe)) of the Church of England, ( and ſwitch't 
and ſpurr'd up againft them as confidently, when 
they ſtood in the way of your errors) as Balaanm 
did of the Angel, which confronted, and oppos'd 
him, with a drawn ſword in his hand, even till 


the dumb aſe ſpeaking with man's voice, farbad the 


— that Prophet, 2 Pet.2.16, 
8. You have broken the faith of your Pre. 


ace, put into ſheeps clothing, ( and pretending no 
eſs innocency to enſue, ) by your book's coming 
forth like a ravering Wolf. 


9, You 


(8) 

9. You have outbraved all that went before 
you, by putting down your own, and the names 
af as many as you did expreſly write againlt, in 
woruls at length, which doth abundantly affure 
n £,that you havea moxth, in the ſenſe that Cs 
cero meant it, when he ſaid of one, /ll; os eff, 
thongh that you arc but thc mouth ( or at all the 
mouth ) of othcrs, who approve the ſame things 
that you have written ( whatſoever ſome have 
ſai* ) i am very loath to believeit, and do think 
11 charity I ought not, unleſs I could ſee ſome- 
thing for it likc a demonſtration, and then, and 
nut wull then, will I think y-u like the cat, whoſe 
fort was made ufe of , to pull the Cheſnut ous of 
the fire 

£ You have frequently ſcoff'd at a way of 
teaching and explaining things, than which there 
1s noae more common in the holy Scriptures, 
even in the Sermons of our Saviour , viz. by $5. 
militudes. 1 could not but think of you, as I was 
reading that paſſage of Chriſt to his Spouſe, ' 
Cant.1.9. 1 have compar d thee, O my love, to « 
company of horſes in Pharaoh's chariot, W hat work 
you would have made with ſuch a compariſon as 


that, had you not found it in holy Writ, You 
wou'd have ſaid, it may be, that becauſe reaſon. 
able cicatures have but two fcet apiece, they 
ought not to be compared to horſes that have 
have four, and infiſted upon the vaſt diſparities 
which are betwixt men and horſes, in other re- 
ſpecs. A great part of your book had been ſpa- 
red, but for the advantage taken by proper fimi- 
litudes, that did not run (as ſcarce one in the 
G Bi- 
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Bible do's ) upon all four, &c. But take heed 
how you teach the Holy Ghoſt to ſpeak , or 
deride men for imitating of Scripture Rheto. 
rick. 
Again, You have done great wrong to your 
brethren, by bearing the world in hand, as if they 
did make uſe of Simiizes for Arguments and De- 
wonſtrations, whercas it is well known, that they 
do bring them meerly for 1lluftration. Yea, you 
deride thoſe ſimilitudes in their writings, the 
ſame with which arc found in the writings of Bi- 
ſhop Morten, p.630. and Biſhop Davenant and 
others. which had you known to have been their 
fimilees, I think you would not have taken the 
boldneſs to have pronounced them ridiculous. 
I could tell you out of the incomparable Mr, 
Meade, a ſimilie of his much more expoſable,than 
moſt that you have expoſed, yet who has the 
facc to expoſe him for it ? 

11, You have greatly violated the Law of 
your worthy education, and been like a bullock 
that had ſhaken off the yoke. | 

12. You havegiven great cauſc of ſuſpicion 
both from your book, and the Sermon of yours 
which you juſtified in a Letter, herein recited, 
that you ſcarce believe the Doctrine of Ors9inal 
ſin, and if ſo, I muſt tell you, that er- 
rour of yours is, Vitium prime concoltionts quod 
non corrig#tur in ſecunda neque in tertia, and an 
abſurdity, which put, a thouſand more will fol- 
low upon it. The flight thoughts you have of 
Original ſin, as expoſing men only to temporal 
muſeries, not to eternal death, may be po_nd 
rom 
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from theſe words of yours,,- p. 333. God wit ſo 
bszb!y a:ſptcaſed with Adams jim, that be entail d 4 
great many evils, and miſeries, awd death its ſelf 
pon hx: poſterity for bis ſake. This is all thar'you 
ſcem ro underitand by thoſe words, Rom: 5-18, 
19. By the offence of one, judgment came upon -all 
zen to condemnation : and By one mans diſobedience 
many were made ſinners. By Your gloſs upon' that 
rext, you ſcem to think that neither Adams cat- 
1g of the forbidden fruit, is imputed to us, nor 
yet any corruption of nature by him derived to 
us, and entailed upon us, but only miſery, and 
calamity, and that but tempora/ neither ; for you 
ſpeak of death as the very extremity and utrhoſt 
of it, meaning remporal death ſurely, for you 
ſay not a word of eternal, whereas the ninth Ar- 
ticle of our Church ſaith, that Origsnal ſin 'deſer- 
wveth Gods wrath, and eternal damnation. You 
ſpeak of God as diſpleaſed only with Adams lin, 
-and as puniſhing his poſterity - only for his ſake, 
as if God did not ſec us to: be ſinners, either Im- 
putatively, by the imputation of Adams firſt fin, 
iy s maile Huan, 572 whom have all ſinned, or inhe- 
rently,by reaſon of the corruption of our own na- 
tures derived from him ( Whereas they who own 
Original S542, generally hold both ) upon the ac- 
count of both which God is diſpleaſed with our 
ſelves, and puniſheth us for our own ſakes. You 
will find it hard to ſatisfie yonr reaſon, how if we 
were innocent as to Adams fiift fin, and were not 
made finful by the infection thereof; God ſhould 
juſtly puniſh us for another mans ſake ( not as 
he puniſhed Chriſt who offered himſelf volunta- 
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rily thereunto,but againſt our wills and conſents) 
e5 alſo to ſhew what ſo great need we had of 
Chriſt, if by Original fin, we were expos'd only 
to temporzl miſery, and death, which we under- 
g0 in our own perſons, at leaſtwiſe how ſuch as 
dic in Infancy, are beholden to Chriſt, who accor- 
ding to you were never liable to eternal death. 

12, Woe be to the Text of a Non-Confor- 
miſts Book, that has your comment upon it, for 
though take it litteraily, and plainly, it be good 
ſenſe, yet it thal! go hard .but you before you 
have done will make Non-ſenſe of it, or ſome- 
:.jng elſe as bad, or worſe than Non-ſenſe. 

14. Youhave vcntured now, and then, upon 
3s bold aad daring expreſſions, as the hardieſt 
ran that ever / read, witneſs that of God's be- 
17 platted with the Blood of his Son ( which 7 
vero manever ſaid before you,) and the 

. wing, pafiages, which out-braves that, viz. 
{4 3-47. ) That Gods full of Love and Pats- 
ic, 9:28 be bath taken his fill of Revenge, as 
41,0751," (ay, that the Devil 38 very Good when 


:;. 7 01 have tim'd your Book the worſt that 

© viz, ſoas to divert Proteſtant diflen- 

-.icn they ſhould be helping of you with 

-1r might againſt Papiſts, or rather Popery, 

12d 10 caſt chem off in the very heat of the bat- 

:6. You have ſhewed your mercies to be 

ics, by coming down with great rage upon 

/01, old Friends, the Non-Conformiſfts,when you 

.a'y them before like the man at the beginning 

»{ ſome Almanacks, all ſtuck with darts, re 
ca 
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head to foot, when others had diſtilled off all 
their wits upon them till there was nothing lefr 
but a Caput mortuum for you to work upon. [ 
know one who is of the mind that that dreadivl 
paſſage in at. 23. 35. may with too much 
ruth, be turn'd upon thoſe who have done as 
you have Cone, but 7 amloath to bt la ſevere, 

16, You have contradicted and derided the 
Orthadox ſayings of worthy men in ſome of the 
nigheſt points of Religion, which if you meant.. 
as they mean, only would word it otiierwiſe, was- 
great pceviſhneſs, and perv-rſacisin you to do 
but if you thought their ſcope, and ſenſe, and 
meaning ( ſuch as their words did fo ciently 
expreſs ) to be wronz, / dare ſay you are rot- 
ten at core, 47d ouc of thoſe that do deny the 
firſt, and majn p.inciples, againſt whom, jt is 
hardly worth whilc tro diſpute, Read with an 
akjng heart, 2nd Caf it could be) with tears 
of biood, what tarmleſ(s, and holy paſſages out 
of Mr. Watſon's Book of Chriſt his lopelineſs yoii 
have bitterly Cerided, p. 69, 70, 71, 72. alio 
p. 112, 113. (to omitothers) ſcorn them gver 
again if you dare. 7 ſay read what you have 
there written, bluſh and tremble. But eſpecia! 
ly read p, 139, and 14.5 of your Book. 

17. You have written ſo hetrodoxly abc'3t t!., 
great point of Juſtification, 2nd the 1mpu' xt; 
of our Saviours Righteouſneſs, that 7 Goub: 
but to produce more Orthodox ſayings ov: ©: 
Popiſh writters concerning thoſe matters, 51 þ 
pleading for Juſtification by works vo: 527 : 
haye given away a great part (if gu: 2: 

b 
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56 
of our Proteſtant Religion. 

18. You have bid fair for Sociniani/m in ſome 
paſſages of your Book ('if Natural Conſequen- 
ces and Inferences may be alltow'd.) 

But 7 fore-ſce what your refuge will be, viz. 
that you have ſeveral paſſages in your Book 
which no Socsnian will allow of, viz. touching 
the ſatisfattion of Chriſt, &c. I grant that too. 
But if you will contrathct your ſelf ( as you fre- 
quently do) who can help it.;If you will deny zm- 
puted Righteouſneſs, you muſt needs deny Chriſt's 
Satisfaftior, tor how come believers to be inter- 
eſſed in the Satisfaction of Chriſt and the benefits 
thercof otherwiſe than by God's imputing it to 
them, or accepting of it on their behalf, or 
reckoning them, in, and by Chriſt, their ſure- 
ty (though not in their own Perſons ) to have 
ſatisfied Divine Juſtice? Mr. Perkzns in his Re- 
formed Catholick,, p. 52, & 93. wonders at the 
Papiſts, and counts it unreaſonable in them, to 
deny the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
ſith they own his Satisfaction. I am ſure, Sir, 
your words had need be wholeſome, for you 
often eat them, ſay, and unſay, grant, and deny, 
giveand take, reel and ſtagger like a ſceptical 
man that did not know his own mind, unleſs 
you have done it in pollicy, like the Badger, 
which opens ſometimes one Window in her 
ſhell, ſometimes the contrary, according as the 
Sun and the cold wind do fit, to injoy the one, 
and avoid the other, or like thoſe Familics in 
the time of War, who fought, as it were by con- 


ſent, part of them, on the K#ngs-/ide, and part 
on 


on the other ſide, that ſo they might ſave their 
ſtakes by their Alliance, which ſide ſoever ſhould 
prevail. But for matter of contradicting. your 
ſelf ( than whom, you may contradict no man 
more freely ) I ſhall lIcave you to what puniſh. 
ment you ſhall think fit to impoſe upon your ſelf, 
concerning my ſelf only with thoſe paſſages in 
which you contradict ſounder men than your ſelf. 

And whilſt you have made it your work to 
deſtroy that Divinity, which by the bleffing of 
God upon it, - made others very good, you 
have taken care that no Divinity, ( I mean con- 
tained in your Book ) ſhould be entertained in 
the room of it, becauſe Scorn and Drollery, 1s 
no vehicle by which to convey Religion into 
men, and where they ſee thoſe Clover-feet, they 
will never believe it is an Angel of Light, bur 
rather of Darkneſs , that preſents its ſelf to 
them, and courts their acceptance. 

19. You ſeem to have given us upon the mat- 
ter a new Syſtem,and Scheme of Divinity,though 
not new to the World, yet to the Church of 
England, and the grave revercnd Divines there- 
of, 

20. Your Book is pointed and cdg's againſt 
that ſort cf men which, not I, but the great Mr, 
Hooker ( Author of the admired Eccleſiaſtical 
Policy in p. 50. Folio) tells the World are in 
their private and perſonal capacity, as good 
People as arc in the World. 

That great Mr. FHookey his words are theſe, 
Yea, 1 am perſwaded that of them with whom in this 


cauſe we ſtrive, there are whoſe betters amony ſb men 
G 4 wors'd 
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would be hardly found, if they did live in ſome Wil - 
derneſs by themſelves. Hookgrs Eccl P.,' , 1p 50. 
This Character, that mighty O, £.Y 
the O/d Puritans, and verily it Vir. H.'... - (h.im, 
Mr. Dog, and luch like, be {as 1 cty ©. y arc) 


to be reckoned of that ſort of men, / vating 
thoſe ſcruples which 7 dare ſay thuy cv.:! i not 
help ) than ſuch as '':-y 7 believe tac NV orid 
has ſcarce had better men fince the great V/ vr- 


thies Recorded in Scripture. 7{iy, if 've care 
but allow them a few giains fo: their Non-Con- 
formity, they were ſuch and ſo excc. nt Perſ.,15, 
as / have ſaid, or rather as Mr, A ber hath 
ſaid, which paſſage 7 put in, to let y... know 
that 7 have not taken upon me to juſtitic any 
thing that is agaiaſt Law, or to judge the Law , 
but have only juſtihed their Perſons, as to other 
things, who have ſcrupled ſome few preter- 
fundamenta! things that were injoyn'd by Eccle- 
fiaftical Laws, as not knowing there is any Law 
in En:land that forbids us to fay that a Non- Con- 
formiſt is an honeſt, peaceable man, and a good 
Scholar, if he be ſo indeed ( any more than that 
a ſpade is a ſpade ) or that allows you to ſay 
of a Non Conformiſt , becauſe ſuch, that' he is 
a Dunce, and docs not write ſenſe, when the 
World knows him to be a man of conſiderable 
parts, and Learning, as might be Dr. 7. O. or 
Dr. T. F. What think you Mr. Hilderſham, or 
Mr. Dod would have ſaid to your Book both as 
to the matter and manner of it if they had been 
alive? They would no ſooner have taſted, but 
ſpit it out again, finding it as contrary to the 
Principles, 
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Principles , and Spirit of Old Puritans ( with 
whom, I care not who knows, I wiſh my Soul 
when I come to dye, believing what Mr: 
Hooker ſaid of them, ) as a book can be. One 
had wont to ſay, There was the Knave- Puritan 
{ or one that was but Hypocritically ſuch ) and 
the Knave's-Puritan. As for the latter of the 
the two, 'twere better that a Mil ſtone were hung If 
about your neck, than that in word or _— bi 
you ſhould perſecute one that is ſuch. Yea, 
dare ſay that you thought your ſelf, twelve years 
agoe, robe ſo far from doing any ſuch thing that 
if one had then told you, that in the year 1674 
you would publiſh a jearing book againſt ſo hoh 
a man as was Mr. Shepheard ( and ſome others 
ſuch as he ) you would have ſaid, as Hatawididz 
2 Kings 8.13. Brut what is thy Servant a Dofghat 
he ſhould de this great thing ? 

21, 'Tis a fmail matter to tell you that 
you do wnvolare in manes, Or that. yell 
have not ſpared the dead { though that by 
inhumane and %arbarous ) compared wit? 
your greater Crime in affronting, and coits- 
tradicting the Living Church of England , yea 
( as I have proved) in cftcct, and by Conſe: ' 

uence, w#church'd the Church of England , as , 
charging it with great, and fundamental Errors 
which might caſily be diſcern'd and avoided. 

22. You have troubled the World with a 
Book, in which is neither any new Truth, nof 
any new Error, but ſome of. the grofler ſort of - 
Socinian, or Popiſh Errors about Original ſin, 7t+ 
Fification , &c, revived, and trim'd up os 
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freſh Scorn or Calwnmy, which kind of writing 
is the way to keep the Waters of the Church 
alwayes troubled, which will be good for none, 
but them that love to fiſh in troubled Waters. 
23- You have, as it were,rowled a ſtone over the 
Graves of the civilly dead Non- Conformiſts,that 
they might never be taken up again, with re- 
ſpect, and kindneſs, repreſenting them as a ge- 
neration of Preachers fit for little but to fill the 
Pulpits, and the Ears and Heads of their Hear- 
ers with pleaſing Errors, and plauſible non-ſenſe, 
and'in ſo doing have done what in you lay to 
prevent- the labours of many, who by their 

ching have done God more Service than I 
believe you ever yct did ( whatever you may do 
hereafter. ) 

24. You have expreſt a greater reſpect and 
candour towards a' ſort of men, more like De. 
vils' incarnate than like men, viz. the Debau- 
chees of this Age ( and this Age hath ſome of that 
nameas diabolical as ever any Age had) I ſay 
ygu have ſpoken more favouradiy of them than 
ofa ſort of weak, but ſincere Chriſttans, who 
are much in complaining of the. Corruption of 
our Natures, and wickedneſs of our hearts, 
( which when God opens your eyes -toſce what 
=_ our Book,I doubt not but you will do your 
ſelf. 

Now ſome of the fore-mentioned Articles of 
your charge, I] have inlarg*'d upon already, as 
much as is needful, others it may ſuffice barely 
to mention, but ſome of the moſt conſiderable 


you mult expect to find inlarg'd upon in the fol. 
lowing 
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lowing Treatiſe, I believe you had never writ- 
ten what you have, but that you pe either not 
| reid the Writings of Purican-DVines, to.any 
purpoſe, or becaufe you have read them for no 
other purpoſe, but to carp at, and'quibble upon 
them. If what you have written doth go for 
Salt, many wiſe, and good men do think it has 
loſtall its ſavovr, and is fit for riothing but to be 
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caſt out, &c. oh: 
F could tell you of a great and &cellent man 
who was pleas'd to compare your book to a ſtack 
of Wheat, which though it did took well as it lay 
together, yet when opened, and ſpread, in order. 
vnto being thraſhr out, was foukd ſo full of 
Snakes, Serpents, and Toads, fhat the-owner is' 
forced to ſet it on fire,/and Burn both it and them' 
together. One; while he would. fay, Here is a 
Scrpept, anorher while there is a Snake, but now, 
and then, \2ay, but Here is aToad. . 
Yea, I could tell you of a greater man than, 
him I laſt mentioned, one highly gignitfhed by his 
degree in the Church of England, but more by 
his ſoundneſs in the Faith, who (as I am credibly. 
inform'd)) hath faid, that a great part of St. 
Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, might as well have 
been expoſed by you as ſome paſſages that you 
have exſpoſed. Moreover 'tis ſaid that one of the 
reverend Profeſſors of Divinity in Oxford doth 
now and then chaſtiſe you in his Lectures for 
your Book, notwithſtanding the Proverb, Aqus- 
lanon capit muſcas. 
For my own. part, I think in my Conſcience if 
your eyes ſhould be opened to ſee your ſelf - a 
aſs 
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Glaſs & Mixxour of your Book, as you are there 
repreſented ÞÞ proud,ſo ſcornful, ſo envious, ſo quar- 
relſome, ſo immodeſt, ſo erroneous, and ſome will 
ſay ſo profane, at leaſtwiſe as many do take it, 
it would be matter of humiliation, and ſelf-aba- 
ſing to youall the dayes of yaur life, and make 
ou fear to take a Pen in your hand to write ang. 
ther controverſial Book. 

What Solgpen directs in another caſe, is I 
think as good advice as can be rendered you un- 
der your preſent Circumſtances, only mutatis 
mutands, Prov, 6.1. and ſo onwards. Ay Sor 
sf thou be ſurety for thy Friend, thou art ſnared with 
the words of thy megth, thou art taken with the words 
of thy month, Do this now my Son, and deliver 
thy ſelf when thou art come into the hand of thy 
Friend: go bumble thy ſelf , and make ſure thy 
Friend ;, Give not ſleep to thine eyes, nor ſlumber ta 
thine eye-lids, Deliver thy ſelf as a Rae from the 
hand of the Hunter, and as a Bird from the hand 
of the Fowler, Sir, Iam afſur'd, by your book, 
that you are fallen into a ſnare, yea, into more 
ſaares than one, and have cauſe to think of the 
Apoſtles words, 2 Tim. 3.6, 7. I beſcech you, 
Sir, by Praycr, and Watchfulneſs, and other 
good means, haſten out of it, as faſt as you can. 
May what TI have written in this Preface, or ra- 
ther what you may read in the enſuing diſcourſe, 
becauſe in that are fewer reflections, and more 
Arguments, any wayes help to recover you out 
of that Pit into which you are fallen, I ſhal} 
much rejoyce in the thoughts of what St. ame: 
ſaith, Chap. 5. v.19, &@ 20, Brethren, if any of 
you 


9 
yor do err from the Faith, and one Convert him , 
Let bim know that be which Converenth a ſinnex fro 


the Errour of his way, ſhall ſave a Sol from dea th, 
and ſhall hide a multstude of fins, . p 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


DAE Hi Prefatory Character of 
£ Your Book is not ( as you ſee ) 
22 47 intire Anſwer to all the 
| 4 . matters therein contained, 
GOPnry V- (though it be to ſeveral of 
them) but i i concern'd as much or more about 
the mode, or manner of your writing, which I 
doubt not but you have heard with both your 
ears, has been exceſſively provoking. You are 
therefore hereafter to expel? a Treatiſe againſt 
your Book, by the name of A Vindication of 
ſome of the grcateft Fundamental Do&- 
rines ofthe Chriſtian Religion, conſtantly 
owned ever ſince the Reformation from 
Popery, by the Church of England, in the 
Articles, aud Homilies of the Taid Church, 


and 


and in the writings of their moſt eminent Di- 
wines, both Bilhops, ad ethers ; againſt the 
great miſtakes of «Myr. W. Sn. in bis book 
called Kc. Loft 
For your ſelf, or any other perſon, afting 
from, by, or under you, to prevent the comin 
forth of what ts yet behina, were ſuch @ piete 
of Cowardize ( for looking 4pon your Book a 
4 Challenge to 4/1 Diſſentors from you tn opi- 
nionw, and daring of them to contradict what 
you have ſo poſitively , and magifertally aſ- 
ſerted, 1 think that word ſuitable to'uhe c 
in hand) Diltingenuity, and. palpgdbIn- 
juſtice, 4s the Son of ſo worthy a Fali@r as 
your ſelf hath ( for whoſe ſake 1 am grievved Vo 
write what 1 do againſt you ) cannot, or "will 
not be guilty of. | 
You are like to find your ſelf very modeFly, 
aud calmly dealt with in that Diſcourſe, "und 
to be treated with ſoft words, though as hard 
Arguments 4s I can uſe. Only you muſt give 
me leave in that book to ſhew you how B. An- 
drews, B. Abbot, 3. Davenant, ZB. Down- 
am, B. Hall, BZ. Prideaux, B. Morton, 7. 
Edwin, ( #he then Biſhop of London ( who 
has put 4 Commendatory Preface before Lyu- 
thers Commentary upon the Galatians, in 
which the Doftrine of Imputcd Righteoul- 
neſs, which you deny, and of F uſtification by 
| Faith 


Faith alone, without works, © higly afſert- 
ca) B. Uther the Primate of Ircland, have 
all, in terms aſſerted, that great Truth, 
which you have. not only denyed, but aerid- 
64, 1 amno Heryald to place them in their 
exder, but 1 obſerve their number, viz. that 
«ter your ſeven Presbyters ( if 1 maay ſo call 
 Pofter Jacomb, and the reſt) you have ta- 
ken nine Bilhops to tash, that / have 
wam 4, beſides perhaps many more that 1 do 


#et think of at the preſent : Fd muſt tell vu 
2 that that great Champion of the Church 


,- 4F viz> eMr. Hooker, in his 
Treahiie of Tuitification, is as point blauk 
| ok, 48 ever man could be. To 
theſe 1 conld add, 1 believe, neer upon for- 
ty Divines, Domeſtick, and Foreign, of great 
nete in the Ehurch of God, whoſe Writings 
go. perfeitly contradicts you, or you them. 

I ana not without hope, by the bleſſing 
of God, to bring you to a better under 
ſanding of the great Voitrine of Tuftife- 
cation, than yet you have, calmly, and 
4s ſtrongly as I can, debating that point 
with, y0w, as alſo Communion with God, 
Acquaintance with Chrift, avd ſome other 
things, 

Sir, Had 7 wot found more trouble in 


getting delivered of my Book at the wo 
WOT then 


than in all the time 1 went with it, or was, 
as it were breeding of it, you mic1t poſſibly 
have ſeen an anjwer to cuvery cn(iiyabic 
miſtake in your Look, by Lady-day /-f, 1d 
ſhall, God willing, with all extea:tion, 1} yora 
will but ſay, That if 1 have any thine to jay 
to you, the Preſs is open. As to matter of Re- 
flettion, 1 do aſſure you the heat is over, and 
1 have pretty well done anſwering you 114 y:ur 
kind, as to that part of your folly, nor had 1e- 
ver begun it, or done any ſuch thing, 6:1 'hat 
Jon came forth, as if you had had a Con: niſſion 
(which 1 dare ſay was never 9iven you) 3111 
down the Generation of Scrupeling i161, with 
| atmoſt ſcorn ; but wilſt any body will do ſo, it 
will always be found that though you take them 
for worms, they are ſuch 2s will tur: again. 
Scorn # 4 thing that 1 can ill afford cither to 
give, or take ; 1 mean, to give when i; is not 
firſt given, or t otake when it is, and 1think 
moſt mortals have the ſame infirmity.To direct 
you how to mend the matter next tine, let me 
recommend to you two paſſazes, one in a book 
entiled, Of Education, p. 248. Thoſe who 
take pleaſure in expoſing others to contem; t 
and derthon by jcering and mocking them, 
avoid, as you would the heels of a horſe, 
that kicks every one he can reach, Indeed 
there is no greater enemy to peace, and cha- 


rity 


rity than the Railleur; For as ordinarily 
it is the ſooty Oven that mocks the black 
Chimney, fo one jeer ſeidome goes forth 
but it returns wit its equal, and they to- 
gether beget a quarrel, Vo abuſe Inferionrs 
argucs a mean, and contemptible ſpirit ; 
Superiours is dangerous, anda word often 
provokes more than an attion, &c. The laſt 
peſſage 1 ſpall now tronble you with is in an 
ingenious book (ſuppoſed to be the Ear: of Cla- 
rexdine's, ſometimes Lord Chancellour of 
Enzland) þ. 5. and it © this, Mcthinks 
grave, and ſerious men, or tkey who ought 
to be grave and ſerious, ſhonld bc airaid 


- of imitating ſuch Adverſaries, viz. men of 


pert Buftoonry, for theſe he ſpake of p. 4.) 
in their licence, and exccſſes, left they 
ſhould ger into a ſcofhng vein, which they 
ſhould not catily ſhake off, or loſe their 
credit with worthy men, tor diſhonoring 
the cauſe they maintain Ironically. 
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Appendix. 


OR their ſakes who demand, or deſire the 
Authority of Men of great name in the 
Church of God, to ratifie ſuch great Truths as 
have been, and are controverted amongſt learn- 
ed men, I ſhall in the Cloſe of this ſhort Pro- 
dromus, give you the declared judgment of two 

as R- nowned for their Parts, and Learning, as 
moſt Miniſters that the Church of England ( not 
inferiour to any Church in the world for emi- 
nent Divines) cither hath, or ever had, viz, 
Mr. Hooker, Author of the Eccle/iaſtecal Policy 
in Folio, and Dr. Hammond. 1I ay I thall give 
you ſome taſte of Mr. Hookgr's judgment cona 
cerring Imputed Righteouſneſs ( ſo much decried 
by Mr. Sherlock) and of Dr, Hammond s con- 
cerning Chriſt's Swretifhip about which Mr. Sher- 
lock doth endleſsly carp, and quibble upon Dr. 
Zacomb. To begin with Mr, Hooker , In his 
Diſcourſe of Juſtification, p. 2. he nath theſe 
words. If one have died for all then all were dead 
H a 17} 
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17 ſin, all ſinful therefore, none abſolutely Righteous 


inthen-ſcives, but we are abſolutely Riochteous in 
Chriſt. The Richteouſneſs whereby we are juſtified 
( faith he in the ſame page ) 75 perfetF. Aud p. 
4. ( alias 38. as itis there counted) the ſame Au- 
thor ſaith, But the Righteouſneſs wherein we muſt 
be found if we will be juſtificd is not okr own, there- 
fore we cannot be juſtified by any inherent quality. 
Y'*t even the man which tis in himſelf full of ſin him 
being feund in Chriſt throuth fatth, and having 
his ſi remuted through Repentance, him God up- 
heldah with a oracious eye, putteth away his fin by 
not impitting, and accepteth him un Jeſus Chriſt as 
perfettly Rirbteons as if he had fulfilled all that 
was commanded him inthe Law, ſhall I ſay more per- 
fettly Righteous than if himſelf had fulfilled the 
whole Law ? I mut take heed what I ſay, but the 
Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. 5. 21. That we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, Such we 
arein the ſight of God the Father, as 1s the wery 
Son of God himſelf. Mr. Hooker goes on, and 
faith, p. 5. (ali2s 39. ) There ts no mans caſe ſo 
aanrerous, as his whom Sathan hath pcrſwaded that 
Ds own Rinhteouſneſs ſnall preſent him pure and 
blameleſs in the {;ght of God. Arid in p. 6, ( alias 
46.) As for [uch a; hold with the Church of Rome 
that we cannot be (aved by Chriſt alone without works 
hey do not only by a Circle ef Conſequence, but dts 
rely deny the foundation of Fauh, they hold it not, 
9, not ſo much as by athread, Ani p. 7. ( or 47.) 
IV? have already ſnewed you that there ve two kinds 
ef Righteouſneſs, the one without us, which we have 
by Imputatzon , the other in us which conſiſteth of 
: Faith, 


Faith, Hope, nnd Charity, and other ChHift: 
virtues God giveth us the one Juſtice and the athep , 
the one by accepting us for Righteous in Chriſt, the ' 
other by working Chriftian Righteouſneſs in us, In 
p. 8. ( or 48. ) he further ſaith, We ſee by daily 
experience in a number even of them ( viz. Papiſts) 
when the hour of death approacheth the memory of 
their own deeds 15 loathſome to them, they forſake all 
things wherein they bave put any ruſt or confidence , 
710 Waf zo lean upon ( but will Mr. Hooker ſpeak, 
of leaning and reſting ? ) no eaſe, no reſt, no com- 
fort then, but only in Jeſus Chriſt, In the Mar. 
gent of the ſame page he tells vs, that, Pighius 
though he dyed Popiſh yet denied Popery in the Ar- 
ticle of FuStification by ;v«rks long before bus death, 
God grant Mr. Sherlock may Go fo too, or elſe 
he will dye but a miſeravle Proteſtant, Thus 
far that highly anc *vor.hilv admired man, Mr. 
Hooker, with, and according to whom 1 Hope it 
ſhall alwayes be as ſafe fo. me to write, as for 
any man to write for rhe contra.y. Yivw as to 
the buſineſs of Surer:ſhip in reference to which 
word, and thing, Mr. Sverlcck playes as many 
tricks with Dr. Zacerb, 1 had uimoit ſaid as a 
Dancing Bear, and glor:eth over him ( a- 
bout p. 288. and ſo onwards ) let me deſire 
him to check his own inſolence by confider- 
ing one paſſage in Dr. Hammond's Catc- 
chiſm, viz. the laſt Queltion or Anſwer but one 
in that book, the words whereof are theſe. Q. 
How was the pardon of ſin purchaſed-? A. Tou 
have oft heard by the Satisfation wrought by him in 
hu ſuſſerings taking upon him to be our Surety, and 
fo 
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BY. ng , 
| obſerv'd that Frieuds do eafily 
pardon na pographical Errours, and can- 
didly gueſs at the Scnſe, and chat an Eme- 
my, will over-Jook the Table of Errate , 
that he may charge the Printer's over- 
fights upon the Author ( which is very un- 
) I have not troubled my ſelf with a 
Index of ſuch Errors as I have obſer- 
ved in the Printing of this Book, but only 
Corre&ed a few asf olloweth. 


| © Pager. Line ult. word, read world. p. 3.part, 
| FT put aſunder. 'p. 3.t. bave contemn'd. P. 4. for 
| -backditwith,r. backd with. p. 7. r. propoſition. 
'  Þ. 38.r. complaining. p. 89. t. unchurching, 
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